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Best. That Brains Can Devise 


WHAT THIS BOOK CONTAINS 


HE claim is confidently made that the fifty designs. for post- 

war homes in this book are the best that brains can devise. 

They are the pick of the designs submitted in the -recent 
competition for architects conducted by The Sun News-Pictorial, 
Melbourne. 


The competition called for designs specially suited to im- 
mediate post-war building. The conditions stated that they should 
be designed for fifty foot allotments, should contain two bedrooms 
with provision for a third to be added at a later date in the case 
of the single storey house, and three bedrooms in the case of the 
two storey and the pair of maisonettes. 


‘ue prizes were first prize £250; second prize £100 and 
thira prize £50 in each of the three categories of a single storey, 
doubie stu.cy ard pair of houses. 


Over three hundred architects and students of architecture 
from all over the Commonwealth entered and altogether approxi- 
mately 1000 designs were received. They represented the cream 
of the architectural brains of Australia. 


These were examined by a panel of two leading architects, a 
builder, and the editor of The Sun, who spent weeks to select not 
only the nine prize winners, but also the additional forty-one 
others to receive a publication fee of £10 each for inclusion in 
this book. 


The Sun News-Pictorial undertook this scheme as a contribu- 
tion to the post-war housing problem to make available to all those 
who want a small individual home the services of the best architects. 
It is hoped that in this way all the latest ideas and improvements 
will be available for even the most economical homes 


== PUBLISHED (BY, 


THE SUN-NEWS  PIleTORIA 


62 SLINCERS STREET MELBOURNE. 
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HOW AND WHAT TO 


BUILD OR BUY 


The House the Public Asked For 


Result of The Sun’s Survey Into Post-War Requirements 


N addition to the competition for 
architects outlined on the opposite 
page, the Sun also undertook a survey 

to find the general public’s ideas as to 
the most desirable type of small home. 


This took the form of a questionnaire 
conducted by the Gallup Poll organisa- 
tion which had 400 house to house inter- 
views with women in widely separated 
suburbs, when experts were able to 
explain and elaborate the questions. At 
the same time the Sun printed in its 
columns an abbreviated version of these 
questions and received more than 3000 
replies by post. 

The results of both methods of ques- 
tioning were almost identical and where 
there were slight variations, the answers 
set out in the opposite column represent 
the mean between the two. 

The architects’ solution to the problem 
of the best house to build now will be 
found in the fifty designs in this book 
with explanatory notes by the architects 
concerned. In general they conform to 
the public demand, but in some instances, 
the architects are ahead of public opinion, 
as they should be, and expert knowledge 
and experience has naturally improved 
on inexpert opinion. 

A notable instance is the public re- 
luctance to abandon the idea that in all 
cases the living room should be in the 
front of the house when there are often. 
great advantages in having the living- 
room at the back where it may make 
better use of the sun, or utilise a private 
garden or terrace space for outdoor living, 
which is a feature of modern planning. 


A study of these plans, therefore, will 
show that although in general architects 
have conformed to public demand, they 
have at the same time some new ideas 
to offer which will be greatly welcomed 
when they have been studied and tried. 


] (a) Do you prefer to live in a house that is 
e Single-storeyed, 901%; 2-storey, 
y 


2%. 

(b) Have you any objection to living in a 
house which is one of a pair, known 
as a villa flat (maisonette)? Object, 
17%4%; Don’t, 224%4%. 

2 About how far, or how many minutes, do 
° you mind walking to a tram, train or 
bus? Minutes (5), 32%; (10), 52%; 


(15), 16%. 
If you went into a new house, in a new 
° street, would you want your own 


fenced-in front garden — or one gar- 
den kept by the council in front of 
all the houses? Private, 89%; Com- 
munal, 11%. 
4 Do you think houses should have a veran- 
° dah? Yes, 84%; No, 16%. 
5 If the back of a new house will get most 
° sun, do you think the sittingroom 
eee be — Front, 58%%; Back, 


6 Do you object to the front door opening 
le directly from the verandah or porch 
into the sittingroom? Object, 854%; 
Don’t, 14%%. 
7 Do you like sash windows that slide up and 
° down, or casement windows that open 
out? Sash, 714%; Casement, 28%%. 
8 Regarding the place for meals, which of the 
e arrangements do you prefer? 
Separate diningroom, 49%, 
An alcove off the kitchen, 304%, 
An alcove off the sittingroom, 20% %. 
9 In your sittingroom, do you want an open 
e fireplace, or do you think an electric 
or gas fire is best? Fire, 76%; 
Electricity, 10%; Gas, 14%. 
] 0 How many electric power points do you want 
Py in the — Kitchen (2), 54%; Sitting- 
Toom (1), 46%%; Diningroom (1), 
62%; Bedrooms (1), 67%. 
11 Do you prefer to cook with — Gas, 314%; 
e Electricity, 20%%; Wood, 13%%; 
Combining Gas and Electricity, 3444%. 
1 2 In two-storey houses, would you prefer the 
bathroom to be 
Upstairs, 72%; or down, 28%. 
13 Where would you prefer the inside lavatory 
° to be? 


Bathroom, 814%. In a cubicle open- 
ing off bathroom, 5314%. In separate 
cubicle opening off hall, 38%. 
] 4 Built-in furniture, of course, increases the 
° cost of a house. Do you favor built- 
in_wardrobes in the bedrooms? 
Yes, 65% %; No, 34%%. 
1 Do you like a separate pantry or built-in 
° cupboards around the kitchen? 
Pantry, 17%; Cupboards, 83%. 
] 6 In your kitchen, do you like a central table 
/» or running around the wall like a bench? 
Central, 48%; Benches, 52%. 
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Although this book has made an 
attempt to guide readers as to the 
likely cost of the houses featured, it 
must be emphasised that all costing 
is very approximate. Conditions 
vary from day to day and from State 
to State and there is also variation in 
price caused by different finishes and 
fittings. _ Those who contemplate 
building any of these designs are 
advised to get an actual quotation 
from the architect or contractor who 
will undertake the work. 


OST people, especially young couples, 
dream of owning their own home but 
they defer taking the first step because 

of the lack of finance. Very often they con- 
tinue paying rent when they could be paying 
off their own homes. In reality, finance can 
be easily arranged by the many schemes 
available. 

The only apparent obstacle is the paying of 
the initial deposit. Some schemes provide for 
“before advance” payments which may be 
made to provide the required deposit. 

Latest of the home-building financing or- 
ganisations to be established is the Co-opera- 
tive Housing Societies, which advance 90 per 
cent. of the sum required up to £1125 for a 
house made of wood and up to £1350 for a 
house built of brick, stone, concrete or other 
material or any combination of these ma- 
terials. Rate of interest is 4 per cent. 


CO-OPERATIVE HOUSING SOCIETIES 

This scheme was established under the Co- 

rative Housing Societies Act passed by the 
Victorian Government in 1944. Societies make 
advances to members on extended terms of 
1434, 22 2/3, or 30.2/3 years. A member of a 
society takes up shares of a nominal value 
equal to the advance required. 

When you join the society your initial cost 
is a nomination fee of 1/6 a share. . You then 
take out shares equal to the cost of the home 
you plan to build. Each share costs £54— 
herefore for a £1080 home you take out 20 
shares—for £864 home you would take out 
16 shares. 

Shares are payable at 1/6 each a month 
before you build and 5/2 a month after you 
build. These charges are subject to a slight 
management charge of 3d. a share a month. 

It takes 5 5/12 years to build your deposit— 
which is one-tenth of the value of your pro- 
posed home. This means that if you intend 
to build a £1080 home, you pay 8/1 a week 
for five and five-twelfth years before you 
build, and 25/ a week for 2514 years after you 
build. Similarly a £864 home would cost 6/5 
a week for 5 5/12 years before building and 
£1 a week after building for 2514 years. 

In the 22 2/3 years and 1434 year societies 
the procedure is the same except that you pay 
higher “before building” payments and higher 
rents after building, and that the periods al- 
lowed for building up deposits are shorter. 

Further information can be obtained from 
A. C, Downard, Royal Bank Building, Mel- 
bourne, C.1. 

STATE SAVINGS BANK 

Another medium that has financed the 

erection of homes for many years is the State 
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How to Finance Your Own House 


Savings Bank of Victoria. Under its Credit 
Foncier Housing advances system, people, 
whose incomes do not exceed £400 a year and 
who do not own a dwelling house, can obtain 
nine-tenths of the Bank’s valuation with a 
maximum of £1150 for a brick house or £1000 
for a wooden house. 

The amount provided by the Bank will be 
repayable by monthly instalments of prin- 
cipal and interest over 264% years. Present 
rate of repayment—including interest at the 
rate of 44% per cent. per annum—is 10/6 for 
each £100; but, at the end of 10 years and 
20 years after the date of contract, the re- 
payment and interest rates will be reviewed; 
the interest rate will not, however, be in- 
creased beyond the Bank’s then ruling rate. 


WAR SERVICE HOMES 

Under the War Service Homes Scheme ex- 
members of the forces, who were enlisted or 
appointed for or employed on active service 
outside Australia, can secure loans for the 
provision of homes. 

With the exception of widows and widowed 
mothers of ex-servicemen, a necessary con- 
dition is that the applicant for a loan must 
be married, about to marry or have depen- 
dents for whom it is necessary to maintain 
a home. 

The maximum amount which may be made 
available either by way of a loan or advance 
is £950. 

Periods for repayment of loans may be 
granted up to 45 years ordinarily, and in the 
case of widow or widowed mother, 50 years. 
Interest charged is 4 per cent. 


BUILDING SOCIETIES 


Conditions of the Victorian Permanent 
Building Society are typical of all building 
societies. This Society advances up to 80 per 
cent. of its valuation of freehold securities in 
the metropolitan area. 

Loans are available to buy or build with 
repayments from 3/ a week a £100—re- 
paying principal and interest over an ex- 
tended term. 

Advances are made on buildings in course 
of erection as the work progresses. Interest 
is charged only on the amounts drawn, and 
repayments do not commence until the whole 
of the loan has been advanced. i 

Somewhat different to other building 
societies is the Third Extended Starr-Bowkett 
organisation. Interest is 4% per cent per 
annum and loans up to 80 per cent. of the 
total valuation of house and land are avail- 
able and are repayable by weekly payments 
over periods varying from nine years to 22 
years. 

The scheme differs from others in that 
interest-free loans are allotted by ballot. 

Since 1935 the Australasian Temperance 
and General Mutual Life Assurance Society 
has provided, through its Home Purchase 
Plans, finance to policyholders to purchase 
or erect houses. 

Applications can be made for any amount 
not less than £400 and not more than £1500, 
provided that such amount does not exceed 
80 per cent. of a satisfactory valuation to be 
made by the Society’s valuer. Rate of interest 
is 4% per cent. The Society reserves the 
right to fix the period of the loan, which 
shall not in any case exceed 25 years. 


1st Prize Plan —(cont) 


PLANNED FOR ECONOMY AND COMFORT 


Now and Future Extensions 


AIN features of the design are:— 
Economy and Ease of Construction. 
Although this house is of brick con- 

struction, two sides of it are virtually walls 
of glass, resulting in a considerable saving 
of brickwork. 

The comparative lightness of the corru- 
gated asbestos cement roof sheeting as against 
heavy terra cotta tiles, enables the roof to 
be framed up with much lighter and less 
material. The low pitch of the roof also helps 
to keep the cost down, 

For economy, this house is planned so that 
all sewerage and water supply is kept to one 
side of the house. 

A lot of consideration has been given to 
the way in which future extensions can be 
carried out. The future bedroom, car port 
and verandah can be constructed without 
disturbing the rest of the house. 

By providing two cubicles alongside the 
bathroom unit, the sanitary connections and 
wall tiling can be done at a later date to 
form a separate shower recess and dressing 
cubicle, 

Convenience and Comfort.—This is not the 
usual stereotype house with the “best” rooms 
in the front and the odds and ends at the 
back. It is a house designed for convenience, 
comfort and for living between the house and 
the garden in privacy. 

- The kitchen has been conveniently planned 
in relation to the dining area, front and back 


By JEFF HARDING 


15 KYORA PARADE, NTH. BALWYN 
i MELBOURNE 


entrances, while commanding a view of ap- 
proaching visitors or tradesmen. 

The kitchen is fitted up with a meal 
alcove, cupboards for crockery close to the 
sink, draining board with cupboards under 
for cooking utensils and a ventilated cupboard 
for the storage of fruit and vegetables. 

A hanging cupboard with frameless plate 
glass sliding doors is provided, for the glass- 
ware and crystal, over the buffet in the dining 
area. 

The verandah at the rear of the house is 
accessible from the kitchen, dining and living 
areas and can be glassed in at a later date 
to form a sun room for use by the children 
as a play area in the winter months or as a 
general utility room for sewing, ironing, etc. 

Book shelves and a fuel cupboard are built 
into a recess alongside the fireplace in the 
living room and the fireplace hearth extends 
across the end of the room, forming an ideal 
spot for pot plants. 

The car port connects with the front 
verandah, giving access to the house under 
cover. 

Floor Area And Costs.—The area of the 
house, including front and back verandahs 
but excluding the future bedroom, car port, 
verandah and terrace, is 1345 square feet and 
at rates ruling today the cost would be £1585. 

The completed scheme, including the 
additional third bedroom, car port, verandah 
and terrace would cost £1795. 
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£100 SECOND PRIZE PLAN pees Bete se 


“Minimum House” Planned for 


1. DRESSING TABLE. 
aA AER ha Menai 


IRONING, 3 
‘CLOTHES AIRING, bs 
BREAKFASTS, 3 
YOUNG CHILD'S PLAY, @ 
HOME LESSONS. cy. 
STORAGE. ee ay 

Ki. KITCHEN. | 

. LY, LAUNDRY. i 

B. BATH BM. i 


FITTINGS: 


PIANO. 
REFRIGERATOR. 
FOOD STORAGE. 
SINK & DRAINER 
STOVE. 
TWO-WAY CUPBD, 
FOR CROCKERY. 
CLOAK CUPBD. 
STORE CUPBD. 
. LINEN CUPBD. 
. WARDROBE. 

. CHEST OF DRAWERS. 


B=OVon HyPwer 


D, DINING AREA. 
L. LIVING AREA. 
W. HALL. 
P, PORCH. 


W-P. WORK-PLAY SPACE 
SEWING, 


TCO T OC 00s USS InouuANNOOOGAIoAeos0aG: 


$. SEPARATE SHOWER. 
L. LINEN ROOM. 
BY. PARENTS? BED AM| 
B2, DOUBLE BED AM 
BB. DOUBLE BESTA |— 
B4.SINGLE BED AM 
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SHOWING FINAL BUILDING- 
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Later Extension 


COXHEAD, BATH & MASON 


95 ST. ELMO ROAD, IVANHOE, MELBOURNE 


prices limited by Government control and 

labor and material are in short supply, 
we turn logically to the problem of building a 
minimum house, expandable at a later date to 
provide further accommodation. Here we have 
a design which works equally well in the “mini- 
mum house” stage and in the finally completed 

age. 

For two sound reasons the house has been 
planned as an elongated shape down the site 
under a gable roof. Firstly, this shape allows 
best sunlight into all the main rooms — East 
into the Dining Bay and Kitchen, North into the 
Lounge and three Bedrooms, and West into the 
fourth Bedroom. Secondly, this shape lends it- 
self most easily and economically to future ex- 
tensions — no hips and valleys or needless altera- 
tions being required. 

The “minimum house” which is to be built 
first, contains two Bedrooms, a Livingroom, 17ft. 
x 12ft., off which opens a Dining Bay for use 
until the future Diningroom is built. Then the 
Dining Bay becomes a breakfast alcove, a house- 
wife’s sewing and toddler’s play area. And, of 
course, the essential core of services—Kitchen, 
Laundry, Bathroom and W.C. are also included 
in the minimum plan. 

When one or two more Bedrooms are added © 
at a future date, a separate shower and linen 
storeroom are added also to cope with the addi- 
tional demands on ablution and storage accom- 
modation. 

The living area captures the charm of its 
garden setting, access being provided on to the 
terrace for knitting, sun-baking or just sitting 
out when the weather is enticing. 

Reckoning at the rate of £140 per hundred 
square feet, the post-war cost of this “minimum 
house” should be in the vicinity of £1400. 

AREA.—First proposal, two bedrooms—9.95 
squares. 

Second proposal, four bedrooms—15.80 squares. 


No that building costs are high, house 
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HE form of this house acknowledges the 
fact that a majority of suburban sites 
have little or no outlook other than 

towards ill-designed streets and equally ill- 
designed neighboring houses, 


POSSIBLE 
GROUPING ARRANGEMENT 


ay, 


jee 
ee £50 THIRD PRIZE 
‘ DESIGN 
By 


Noel B.O’Connor & Ian Turner 
C/o YUNCKEN, FREEMAN, FREEMAN & GRIFFITHS 
4 BANK PLACE, MELBOURNE 


VERSATILE PLAN ROUND CENTRAL 
COURTYARD OR GARDEN 


This consideration, together with the usual 
desirability of privacy and seclusion from the 
outer world, dictated a disposition of the plan 
around its own centre of interest—the court- 
yard and private garden. 

Such an arrangement obviates the intrusion 
to this private area of tradesmen, who have 
a minimum distance to the service area. This 
service and drying yard is obscured from the 
street by a high, close-louvred timber screen. 

The simple, unfenced front garden of lawn 
and trees, becomes part of the street design, 
while the plan lends itself to the possible 
grouping of several similar homes on adjacent 
blocks. The zoning of sleeping, living and 
utility areas has been dictated by the living 
requirements, and arranged to admit morning 
sun into each room. : 

This has also been made possible by the 
introduction of different ceiling levels. The 
use of large areas of glass allows full benefit 
of sun and intimately links the building with 
its surrounding garden. 

The gallery, while serving its main function 
as access to the sleeping quarters, would serve 
as a children’s indoor play-place with direct 
supervision from the kitchen and living areas. 
With the folding glass doors it may be thrown 
open to become an integral part of the out- 
door courtyard. 

is court, opening from the living room, 
and of equal importance to it, gains the full 
advantage of the sun and is the centre of 
daytime recreation. 

The house has been designed for construc- 
tion in brick, though timber or concrete could 
easily be substituted, and the plan, having 
been worked out on a_ three-foot-square 
module basis, can be readily adapted to pre- 
fabricated construction. It was felt that a 
flat roof was the preferable economic and 
aesthetic solution to this design. 

Estimated cost of the building under pre- 
sent conditions is approximately £1450. 
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN 
(THIRD PRIZE ENTRY) 
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Privacy from the Street for E 
Main Living Areas 


By |. W. ASHTON AND F. CAROZZI 


47 BELLETT 


STREET, CAMBERWELL, MELBOURNE 


HE main consideration in the design of 
this house is the provision of privacy from 
the street for the main living areas. 
Therefore it stretches across the block from 
side boundary.to side boundary with the 
living room, dining room and sun room, 


facing the rear. 


This enables the private out- 
door living area to be utilised 
to the full advantage. If there 
is a view to the rear of a 
property, this idea would be 
particularly suitable, but of 
course it is desirable that the 
aspect of this side of the house 
is north, north west or north 
east. 

To obtain the maximum 
amount of privacy and use 
from the outdoor living area, 
it is necessary that the trade- 
men’s entry be kept away from 
this side. In this design it is 
almost adjacent to the front 
door but screened from it by 
a wall, which forms the porch- 
way. 

Access from the street to the 
kitchen is made through the 
service yard which contains 
a clothes drying area and fuel 
storage space. 


The advantage of this 
arrangement can be quickly 
seen when it is realised how 
much labor can be saved in 
fuel cartage. It would be 
possible to install a hopper 
in the street boundary wall, 
through which the fuel mer- 
chants could put their goods, 
thus eliminating the practice 
of dumping fuel at the front 
gate. 

Objections to the _ service 
yard on the street might be 
raised on the grounds of un- 
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50 


PRIVATE GARDEN 
rat 
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tidiness, but if a wall about seven feet high 
is built around it, this should be overcome. 
In the case of a house stretching almost 
from side boundary to side boundary on a 
50 feet frontage, it is naturally impossible 
to run a driveway through to a garage at 
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the rear. In this case the 
garage is placed right on the 
street line which eliminates 
the necessity for opening and 
shutting garden gates whilst 
driving in. 

This design shows the garage 
connected to the house by a 


pergola but this could quite: 


easily be a covered path in- 
stead. The garage in this 
position also helps to screen 
the small clothes drying yard 
from the street. 


APPROXIMATE COST 
INCLUDING ALL FITTINGS. 
HOT WATER, ETC. 


£1755 with 2 Bedrooms 


O28 veel wane ” 
ES EDS rreenare % and 
Garage 
LEGEND Sa 


1. Fuel Cupboard, Built-in Radio — 


and Bookcase over. 2. Sideboard. 
3. Folding Timber Screen. 4. Coat 
Cupboard. 5. Table. 6. Kitchen 
Cupboards. 7. Sink Cupboard. 8. 
Stove. 9, Refrigerator 10. Cool 
Cupboard and Storage. 11. Garden 
Tools. 12. Trunk Storage over 
Porch. 13, Copper. 14. Troughs. 
15. Toy Cupboard and Glass Screen. 
16. Linen Cupboard. 17, Bath, 18. 
Wardrobe. 19. Dressing Table. 20. 
Laundry Cupboards. 
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FOUR STEPS TO. AN ADEQUATE 
FAMILY HOME 


By CLARENCE A. ALLEN, ARAIA 
“Rothsay,” 100 Greenwich Road, Greenwich, New South Wales 


N submitting this design, it has been the 
competitor’s major aim to create an easy 
living home for a growing family with 
reasonable accommodation at the commencing 
stage. With the minimum of alterations, cost 


and without inconveniencing the rooms built: 


in the initial stage, a third double bedroom, 
general rumpus room, outdoor living terrace, 
ergola and garage can all be added at a 
ies! date. “ 


PLANNING.—The open plan was adopted to 
be in conformity with modern type house 
planning, with particular consideration given 
to see that all rooms were well orientated and 
the windows kept at a reasonable distance 
from the adjoining boundaries. 

The main feature of the plan is the cen- 
tralisation of the kitchen and using it as a 
nucleus about which the other rooms cir- 
culate. 

The kitchen has direct access to the dining 
section of the living room and easy super- 
vision of young children playing in the rumpus 
room, while easy access is provided to the 
bedrooms, front entrance and service doors. 

To avoid undue waste of floor area by the 
inclusion of a dining room, a small buffet 
table and chairs is provided in the kitchen 
for minor meals, while for dinner and special 
octasions a small section of the living room 
has been set aside for this purpose. 


EXTERIOR. — The exterior is broadly and 
simply treated in ivory washed common bricks 
with flush vertical and deeply raked horizontal 
brick joints and roofed with a carefully 
eae mottle of “French” pattern roofing 

es. 


INTERIORS. — The interiors are simply 
treated in the modern style with ivory- 
colored walls, ceilings and joinery trims with 
natural finish flush wood doors. . 


ESTIMATE OF COST.—It must be admitted 
that to prepare an estimate of cost of a home 
under present-day conditions is not very sat- 
isfactory, but the squarage at each stage is 
given and costs may be worked out at prices 
which vary from £125 to £140 per square 
hundred feet. 
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Stages of Development 
The initial plan provides 
for the average young 
couple’s minimum —_re- 
quirements up to the first 
infant. It is suggested 
that portion of the future 
bedroom be roofed and 
utilised as a baby’s sun 
porch and to act as a 
protection for the 44in, 
thick water-proofed ex 
ternal walls. Total 
squarage — 1014 square 
feet. 


With the arrival of the 
second infant comes the 
need for a third bedroom, 
and so with the minimum 
of alterations and expen- 
diture, and without af- 
fecting the existing inter- 
iors, a double bedrogm 
can be added, the bed- 
room being conveniently 
planned to all amenities. 
Total squarage — 1132 
square feet. 


No home can be consid- 
ered complete without a 
general all purpose rum- 
pus room—a haven for the 
lady of the house to enjoy 
a leisure hour or sew, for 
the children to play on 
rainy days, or prepare 
home lessons or as a bed- 
room for a guest. The 
Bey man of the house 
could complete the paving 
Total squarage — 1257 
square feet. 


The addition of the gar- 
age is -provided on the 
western side of the house 
and utilises the existing 
wall to form part of the 
garage. This addition en- 
hances the appearance 
and and value of the 
house. The garage is 
sufficiently large enough 
to provide not only for 
the car but for a work 
bench, garden tool rack 
and space for young 
junior’s toy car and 
dinkie. Total squarage— 
1457 square feet. 
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PERSPECTIVE. 


Minimum for Marriage With 


by 
BRUCE SUTHERLAND, 
ARA.LA. 
44 CROMWELL RD., STH. YARRA 
MELBOURNE 


of this dwelling, it has 

been the aim of the de- 
signer to create an eco- 
nomical basic unit, suitable 
for a young married couple 
and one child, which at 
some future date can be 
enlarged to a full sized 7 
roomed house and garage. 

The plan is specially de- 
signed for the most eco- 
nomical and minimum- 
sizes suburban allotment, 
namely 50 ft. x 125 ft. 
Special attention has been 
given to placing all living 
and sleeping rooms, so that 
they get maximum sun- 
light. 

The layout of the garden, 
and the plan, have been 
developed together, so that 
the garden and outdoor at- 
mosphere become an in- 
tegral part of each room. 

All services such as kit- 
chen, laundry, and bath- 
room are grouped together 
for economical installation 
of equipment, while the 
garden plan enables ser- 
vice and drying yard and 
garage to be confined in 
one compact area on the 
allotment, thus leaving the 
maximum area of land for 
lawns and garden. 

The basic plan as shown 
above, consisting of 10.9 
Squares, could be con- 
structed in brick for a cost 
of.under £1400. 
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PERSPECTIVE 


All Requirements for Six 


E. CAMPBELL JACKSON, AV.S.A., 


20 HOLYROOD ST., CAMBERWELL, MELBOURNE 


IAN F. LINDSAY, A.M.LP.I. (aust) A.V.S.A., 


67 COOKSON ST., CAMBERWELL, MELBOURNE 


ONVENIENCE in living for a family of two parents 

with two to four children, together with economy 

necessary as a result of the present high cost of 
building were the main considerations of the authors of 
this design. After giving due consideration to the “open” 
type of plan, it was decided to separate the hall, living 
room and dining room in the interests of the busy mother 
of a young family, so that the living and dining rooms 
may be kept presentable without having to be continually 
tidied up after the children. 

Absence of traffic through the work area of the kitchen 
was also regarded as important, as was the provision of a 
meal alcove, which makes the serving of breakfasts and 
children’s mid-day meals so much easier than having to 
use the dining room for every meal. 

The front windows of the living room will fulfil the desire 
of many for a view of the street, whilst the rear windows 
of this room, with those of dining room will 
afford a pleasant vista of the private garden. 
The projection of the sun-deck well out over the 
living room windows will ensure protection from 
the hottest summer sun without preventing the 
winter sunlight from entering the room. 

The external finish is intended to be in pink : 
oatmeal bricks with a manganese salt-glazed Be aa 6 feel 
terra cotta tile roof and white trim, or color- : AREA 
washed brickwork with a slate or shingle-tile 
roof with primrose or pastel blue trim. 

The area of the plan is 1450 sq. ft. and the 
estimated cost on present prices is in the 
vicinity of £1900 excluding fencing, paving and 
garage. 


KITCHEN.—1I. Bench (Utensil Cupboards under). 2. 
Sink and Draining Bench .(Cupboards under). 3. 
Stove (Gas or Electric). 4. Work Bench.’ 5. Two-way 
Cupboards. 6. Refrigerator. 7. Cupboards~ over Re- 

: frigerator. 8. ‘Bulk Store for Food. 
LAUNDRY—9, ‘Wash Boiler or Washing Machine. 10. . 
Laundry. Troughs. 11. Sorting and Ironing Table (Cup- 
board under). 12. Cupboard Over — for Laundry 

Materials. 3 


GROUND FLOOR. FIRST FLOOR 


C. Coat Cupboard,  W.R. Wardrobe, 
B. Broom, D.T. Dressing Table. 
F. Fuel and Tool Store, L. Linen Cupboard. 
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12-41 $Qs. 
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BRS FOR 
ADDITIONAL 
CHILDREN 
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REQUIREMENTS FOR 2 BEDROOM HOUSE -/0SQS. 


ADDITIONS MAY BE CARRIED OUT IN ANY ORDER. 
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Happiness 


RONALD J. WILSON 
A.R.L.B.A., A.R.A.LA. 


191 QUEEN STREET, MELBOURNE 


BJECTIVE.—Development of whole site for 
comfortable living within restrictions of mini- 
mum block—50 ft. x 150 ft. 

Development of house from minimum living 
requirements at small initial cost with economical 
additions planned to be added without disturbing 
structure. 


PLANNING FEATURES.—Separate entry  dis- 
penses with hall—unnecessary to traverse living 
room, 

Separation of bed rooms from living rooms. 
Privacy—aspect not overlooked by adjoining houses. 

Living-dining planned for entertaining with 
separate dining room as preferred. 

Sheltered out-door areas and sun porch for re- 
creation and children’s play. 

The kitchen the “centre” of house—direct sur- 
veillance of children’s play. 

Maximum storage space—storage wall with cup- 
boards to ceiling—minimum “loose furnishings” 
required throughout. 

Minimum area devoted to passage—note sliding 
doors restricting children’s play areas. 


CONSTRUCTION.—Design suitable for con- 
struction in brick, brick-veneer, part brick and 
timber, or wholly timber. 

Simple economical roof framing, with covering 
of asbestos, cement sheets, iron, or bitumastic felt 
—ventilated and insulated. 


DESIGN.—Interiors:—Painted plaster and wood 
joinery, etc., doors and built-in furnishings waxed 
natural light timber. All rooms designed for in- 
direct illumination. 

Exterior:—Design relies for effect on good pro- 
portions, material texture, and refined detail with 
color accents, rather than use of extraneous orna- 
ment. Suited to Melbourne’s climatic conditions 
without influence of so-called “period styling”. 


COLOR SCHEME.—Warm cream walls, roof 
russet, white joinery. Color accents provided 
under eaves, main entry, blinds and flower boxes. 


COST.—The completed home of 11.4 squares, 
at £140 per square, would cost in brick £1736. 
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For Sunshine When 


You Want It 


By STUART P. CALDER, FRALA. 


349 COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE 


ESIGNED for Melbourne’s climate, 
this scheme organises the main 
Living Reom for the enjoyment of 

sun through glass during those months 
when the sun’s rays are off the vertical. 


Beyond the comforting glass protec- 
tion, is the main North terrace and the 
West. The latter is frequently sought 
after on those last afternoons in the 
week-end, and one is protected on both 
terraces from the prevailing N.W. and 
S.W. winds. 


The main Living Room, the carpeted 
area, on hot days may be readily cooled 
with abundant South ventilation. The 
same area in bleak conditions, may be 
draught-proofed with curtains or glass 
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screens from the tiled corridor area. The 
corridor area virtually is a sun room, an 
arrangement suitable for Melbourne’s 
variant climate. 


Privacy from Northerly neighbors 
may be obtained through the develop- 
ment of a pergola and garden walling 
along the car way. 


Kiddies play area may be opened 
either to the East cr West and is under 
reasonable control from the Kitchen. 
The partition between play area and 
meals is flexible and may be eliminated. 
A large meal or work room would then be 
obtained with a rising sun for breakfast 
and a setting sun for tea. 
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“VIEW FROM THE SOUTH > 


Spaciousness 1s Suggested 
by Absence of Passages 


By D. RODNEY GILLAM, AR.LB.A.. ARALLA. 


68 LEURA GROVE, HAWTHORN 


HIS house is placed well to the front of the site, with gardens both at the 

front and the back. The service yard is planned at the side of the house, 

so that it will not interfere with any of the garden areas, yet is screened 
from the street. 

The house itself is planned on open lines, with an absence of passages, in 
the belief that such treatment will produce an effect of spaciousness otherwise 
lacking in a small house, will contribute to economy and ease of running, and 


Ga a TUT i T Wy is not incompatible with the modern way of life. Normal traffic lines do not 
t ROSE GARDEN | vece rast as Gee ons 
OinOQorl Ll! fi " 3S NcNexkton obtrude on any of the living areas. 


arn The living room has the wall on the sunny aspect composed entirely of 
P glass, which can be opened up to bring the terrace into the effective living space. 
The terrace is partly roofed, and can be used for outdoor meals. 

The kitchen is provided with all equipment necessary to meet the needs of 
the modern housewife, and has ready access to the dining area, the front door, 
and to the service yard through (ae Jaundry porch. A small meal space completes 
the kitchen. 

Beyond the living area is planned a small utility room, which fulfils the 
requirements of the average household for a space where hobbies may be indulged 
in; where homework can be done; where Mother can do her sewing and the 
children can play. This room also opens on to the terrace. 

The bedroom and bathroom block is planned as a completely self-contained 
unit, cut off from, yet readily accessible to, the rest of the house. A future 
bedroom forms an integral part of the plan, but the house does not suffer by 
its omission. Both bedrooms are provided with built-in cupboards. 

Advantage has been taken of the sunny aspects, so that all rooms obtain a 
fair share of sunshine. Emphasis has been placed on outdoor living, and the 
terrace is planned as an integral part of the house. 

The future garage is planned close to the street to avoid the tediousness of 
backing up a long drive. 

-—- Externally, the house follows modern trends, with a flat roof, and relies largely 
© BLOCK PLAN = on simple masses and voids for its effect. 


SCALE I"- 16" Of The approximate estimate of cost of this house, omitting the future bed- 
room and garage, and allowing for a 50% increase on pre-war costs, is £1450, 
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Design in Five Stages for 
Growing Family 


By Dr. ERNEST FOOKS® Arch, Eng. D. and C.J. LIPSETT, Dip. Eng, Arch. 


“ LEITH,’ SOUTHEY COURT, ELWOOD 


iE growing house represents an important con- 

tribution to the space-planning problem in 

relation to living needs, especially where space 
has to be restricted because of economic reasons. 
It provides the possibility of co-ordinating the 
available space to the growth and size of the family. 

The design illustrated here shows a development 
of such a growing house in five stages. The first 
stage, the NUCLEUS, meets the minimum space 
requirements of a small family; living room, two 
bedrooms and the “working and service core,” con- 
sisting of kitchen, bathroom, convenience and 
laundry. 

The various additions provide a dining room, 
two further bedrooms, a garage with tool shed, 
and an open terrace. 

The stages of growth are interchangeable to 
meet the varying needs of the different income and 
occupational groups. 
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The provision of a certain minimum cubic space 
for every person, and a certain minimum amount 
of floor space, does not create in itself a convenient 
and satisfying home. 

This space has to be designed in order to be 
used to its best advantage, and, furthermore, the 
allocation of actual space has to be supplemented by 
the impression of additional space. 

Applied in this design are some of the means 
to achieve these aims: The right proportion between 
the length and width of rooms; the use of a low 
windowsill in the living room to create spaciousness; 
and, finally, the right location of doors, windows 
and fireplace (if wanted) to offer sufficient possi- 
bilities for placing furniture and to create an un- 
disturbed space, free of draught, for sitting 
accommodation. 

In order to create cross-ventilation and proper 
light conditions in the passage—especially needed 
in the case of future enlargement of the nucleus— 
the roof has been designed to enable the provision 
of louvres. 

The house is to be equipped with ample built-in 
cupboard space: wardrobes in all bedrooms, linen— 
and coat cupboards in the hall, a combined built-in 
cupboard in the dining room, and a fuel box near 
the fireplace in the living room. 

The approximate costs of the various stages, 
based on £120 per 100 square feet brick construc- 
tion and £108 for brick-veneer construction, are 
listed below. 


Brick-Veneer Brick 
Ie Stage! a. ..a tiie: ee tlOOh kW ee I 200 
2 Stage... .. .. .. £1270 .. . £1410 
S Stage cau Ba. i 1880 A. £1530 
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INVITES OUTDOOR AS WELL 
AS INDOOR LIVING 


By FREDERICK S. NEUSS, ARV.LA. ARALA. 


20 NICHOLSON STREET, NORTH BALWYN, VIC. 


HIS plan was developed to allow for a study 

as well as a bedroom being added with the 

minimum of work required to existing house. 
Each stage, however, is a complete home with a 
satisfying architectural appearance. 

A feature of the plan is the open terrace at 
both front and back, so that outdoor living may 
be enjoyed, The semi-private terrace in the front 
is screened from the street by_a terrace wall and 
from the side by a pergola. The back terrace is 
more secluded and forms a happy retreat for out- 
door living and playing area. 3 

The front entrance is centrally situated and 
from the entrance hall all groups of rooms are 
readily accessible both for family and guests. The 
hall has built in cupboards for coats and at the 
passage end a lowered ceiling with tubular column 
Supports is a pleasing feature as well as pro- 
viding storage space for trunks and cases. 

_ A softly lighted corner for relaxing and reading 
is formed at one end of the living room which 
would also form a cosy nook around the fire for 
the winter’s evening. 

_An excellent feature of the plan is the com- 
bination of the sun room and play porch at the 
end of the living room. This area can be screened 


off with curtains from the rest of the room. The 
floor would be of resilient and softly colored tiles, 
and with the provision of grass mats the sun 
could then have full play on the floor with no 
thought of damage to carpets. 

From the sun room the front terrace can be 
reached through double glass doors and a box 
seat is in a handy position for the storage of 
children’s toys. 

The galley type kitchen which is situated on 
the cool side of the house has ample bench space. 
A table and stools provides space for breakfasts, 
the children’s meals and homework. 

_ rhe dining recess off the living room is provided 
with a built-in sideboard and carving bench. A 
small service hatch and a swing door connects to 
the kitchen. 

The sunny bathroom on the north side has a 
shower cubicle and tiled floor. A separate W.C. is 
provided. _ 

There is ample cupboard space with coat cup- 

boards in the hall, built-in wardrobes in bedrooms 
and a linen press in the passage. In the hall 
a small recess is provided for a central heating 
duct of a heating system that may be added later. 
The upper portion of this recess forms an ex- 
tractor flue from over the stove in the kitchen. 
.._ ‘The utility room has cupboards for soiled linen, 
ironing board and a drying cupboard for wet days. 
eer is space for a pram to be parked in this 
_ A feature of the private garden at the back 
is a herbaceous border, planned on the axis of 
the main bedroom and would provide a colorful 
vista from that room. 

The open type of planning would permit dare 
or smaller rooms in order to adjust cost, which 
is estimated at £2000, 
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PERSPECTIVE 


BRINGING OUTDOORS TO 
EVERY ROOM 


Byres Ae tC Fe Cleiwie: ei 


224 CANTERBURY ROAD, ST. KILDA. MELBOURNE 


HE design of this home for a small family 
was based on an analysis of the require- 
ments of present day living commen- 

surate with economy in planning and labor by 
the housewife. 

The following main factors governed the 
design :— 


ORIENTATION:—All rooms so placed as 
to obtain maximum sunshine at periods of the 
day when rooms are in use. 

The kitchen faces south for coolness in the 
summer. 


INTEGRATION :—The plan provides for an 
independent bedroom wing with toilet facili- 
ties. A living room has alcove and fireplace, 
for relaxation, reading, and a dining area. 
Ample space in the living room allows for 
entertaining. 


RELATIONSHIP OF HOUSE TO GARDEN: 
—The living room facing the rear garden has 
doors opening on to terrace which may be used 
for dining out in summer or for sun bathing. 
The terrace is screened from wind by garage 
on north and screen wall on south. This 
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» SKETCH -/ECTION - 
[THRU KITCHEN & LIVING RM] 


combination of house and garden provides for 
all the requirements of outdoor living. The 
bedrooms also have ample free space around 
them, allowing for privacy and healthy living. 


SERVICES:—Kitchen, laundry, bathroom 
and W.C. are on south side of house in self- 


contained area. This allows concentration of ° 


lumbing and is economical in that one sewer 
ine disposes of waste from all fittings and also 
vents, piping, etc., on service side of house 
and do not detract from appearance when 
approaching entrance, 

Details of the design include planning of 
fittings in kitchen for easy preparation and 
serving of food by the housewife. Provision 
of built-in fitments such as dressing room, 
wardrobes, dressing tables, linen cupboard 
with linen chute from cupboard in hall 
through to laundry, settee, bookshelves, radio 
and writing desk in living room, buffet in 
dining room and kitchen and breakfast nook 
fittings. 


GENERALLY :—All rooms are spacious and 
sunny with the surrounding gardens featured 
as an integral part of the house, in effect 
bringing the outdoors into each room. 

The future room may be added with a 
minimum of construction. 

An estimate of cost based on current rates 
would be from £1650 to £1700 in brick con- 
struction. 


* MORTH- ELEVATION - 
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By S. H. BRIDEKIRK 


6 BOURMAC AV., NORTHBRIDGE 
NEW SOUTH WALES 


N evolving the plan presented by 
the author, the following governing 7 
conditions were kept in mind:— 


OUTWARD FORM.—The outward 


ENTAY ELEVATION. 


form should be simple, reducing costly 
perimeter walls to a minimum and 


ong 
ez 


simplifying roof design. From a main- 
tenance viewpoint and as a finish 
which retains a clean appearance 
almost indefinitely, face brick was 
selected. A hipped roof with boxed 
eaves was decided on as giving weather 
protection equally to all exterior openings, and the 
durability and color variation of tiles was preferred 
to other coverings. Internal finishes selected were 
cement rendered and painted walls, painted narrow 
architraves and jambs, clear lacquered natural 
finish flush doors, cypress floors, and fibrous plaster 
ceilings. 


LAYOUT. — In the layout it was considered 
desirable to keep living quarters separate from 
sleeping quarters and combine Lounge and 
Dining Rooms into a single living space, thus pro- 
viding a comparatively large room instead of two 
small rooms and increasing the feeling of spacious- 
ness by the introduction of a large area of glass. 

As a means of economy, and catering to popular 
preference, an open fireplace was introduced, By 
proving eating facilities in the kitchen, the dining 
space in the lounge may be reserved for special 
occasions, 

The single-sided eating table in the kitchen was 
considered more space saving and accessible than 
a nook, and its height of 2ft. 6in. provides a con- 
venient surface for ironing and sewing. The design 
of the chairs permits them to fit under the table, 
the backs forming a flush table front when not 
in use. 

While sizes of rooms were kept to a minimum, 
they were considered adequate for comfortable 
living without involving the small home builder 
in expenses beyond his means. The area of the 
building measured outside brick walls is 9.9 squares. 
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The provision of a vestibule was considered 
necessary to prevent rooms becoming thorough- 
fares to the front door or to other parts of the 
house, and so reduce cleaning and tidying. 

To reduce unnecessary passage space and increase 
storage, the relation of kitchen and laundry as 
shown was considered satisfactory. 

Built-in cupboards in bedrooms and double- 
sided access cupboard between kitchen and living 
room obviate the necessity for unsightly, expensive 
and dust-catching wardrobes in bedrooms, and 
expensive and space-wasting sideboard in the liv- 
ing room. 


SUNSHINE.—Windows provided are generous 
but not wasteful, as glass is expensive, needs con- 
stant cleaning and requires screening. 

Orientation was carefully considered and the 
house placed so that no wall was facing directly 
south. The provision of morning sun in at least 
one bedroom, bathroom (usually a cold, bleak spot) 
and kitchen, was given primary consideration. 
The placing of the kitchen enables the housewife 
to leave small children in a sunny spot at any. 
time of the day and still maintain supervision 
whilst preparing meals. 

The introduction of a fixed translucent glass 
panel at the right of the doorway with wide shelves 
for pot plants, and the railing treatment at the 
COURIER are features which differ from the stereo- 
ype. 

Cost of construction at £130 a square would be 
under £1300. 
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~ Indoor and Outdoor Comfort 
and Convenience 


BY J. BRETT FINNEY 


42 RIVERSIDE AVENUE, NORTH BALWYN, MELBOURNE 


APPROACH.—1: A small house must of 
necessity be planned as economically as pos- 
sible and non-living space such as needlessly 
long passages avoided. 

2—The house must function satisfactorily, 
but also be as cheerful and full of fun as pos- 
sible. A place of comfort and enjoyment dur- 
ing the leisure hours. 

3.—If possible utilise the garden as addi- 
tional living space. 

4,—Provide ample storage space. 


ORIENTATION: 

a—Living and dining areas must enjoy 
sun and fresh air without being 
unbearably hot in summer. 

b.—Kitchen, always warm by reason of 
the stove, should be on the cool side 
of the house, but bright and sunny 
in winter, 

ce—Bedrooms to be spacious and enjoy 
morning sunshine, but not the hot 
summer afternoon sun. 

d.—All rooms to have a pleasant outlook 

on to garden area. ef 


THE PLAN.—The entrance hall has direct 
access to the outdoor living area and is separa- 
ted from the indoor living room only by a 
glass screen. 

The living, which also accommodates the 
dining space, is an island room and receives 
sun on the three external walls. The large 
windows face on to the sunny outdoor living 
area (paved) and the small west windows 


admit the warm winter afternoon sun, but 
may be screened during the summer. 

Built-in cupboards are provided for fuel 
(accessible from outside), radio, writing desk, 
and a long fitting for books, drinks, etc. The 
dining end has a built-in sideboard. 

Kitchen facing north and south is readily 
adaptable for all climatic conditions. Ade- 
quately equipped with cupboards and work 
penches, it is easily worked with the minimum 
of walking. i 

Bedrooms are planned en bloc separated 
from the recreational area by the entrance 
hall. Both are equipped with built-in ward- 
robes and dressing tables and:enjoy maximum 
light and air. 


OUTDOOR LIVING.—A most important 
feature of the plan is the provision of two 
courts. There is a winter garden on the west 
and an easterly open-air living and dining 
space, which is in fact an extension of the 
main living room. This is especially apprecia- 
ted during week ends, when al fresco meals 
may be enjoyed in a sunny area protected 
from prevailing winds. 

The use of a flat roof makes possible a 
sun bathing deck, which is approached from 
the east court. ; 


FUTURE ADDITIONS.—The extra room is 
situated in such a position that it may be used 
either as a sun room cum study or a third 
bedroom. Facing north and east, it enjoys 
ample sun with French doors to the east 
court. 

At small additional cost the sun deck may 
be roofed and glass screens provided as a 
wind break. 


STREET ELEVATION 
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Design for Maximum Privacy 


By AR LOR AS Boiler Oa 


37 NORTHUMBERLAND STREET, TUSMORE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


IVING areas, indoor and outdoor, form 
the hub of this plan. Closely linked, 
they are placed at the rear for maxi- 

-mum privacy. So placed, though most 
urban and suburban allotments possess 
no “view,” the outlook can (and will!) 
conform to the taste of the owner. A 
portion of the garden to the rear of the 
Living Room is allotted to unsightly 
accessories. 

Orientation is carefully considered to 
give the best possible protection from 
weather to both outdcor living area and 
main entrance. 

It is important that play areas are all 
easily supervised from the kitchen, which 
is so placed as to share the best outlook 
with living areas. With the kitchen is 
combined a modern laundry-utility unit, 
which also provides a play area for in- 
fants, out of the way of, yet handy to, 
kitchen activities. 

The sleeping and living areas, though 
readily accessible to each other, are yet 


separated to prevent activity interfer- 


ence, the hall between providing valuable" 


resistance to noise. 

The use of movable partitions, cur- 
tains, or cupboards can mean an ulti- 
mate saving in costs, whilst enhancing 
the effect of spaciousness. 


It will be noted that the plan provides 
a practically “blind” side, which is placed 
close to the boundary with little detri- 
ment, thus allowing reasonable space for 
important areas even on a narrow allot- 
ment. 

The separate entrance to bathroom- 
toilet near the gardener’s store has 
obvious advantages to a gardening 
owner, 

The garage is placed to provide easy 
access to all entrances in all weathers. 

The elevational treatment is not dog- 
matically dictated by this plan, arid some 
freedom in this respect is usually appre- 
ciated by the building-owner. 


ELEVATION TO STREET 
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Three Stage Home for Hard Up 
~ Newly-Weds 


By ROBIN P. BOYD and 
K, PETHEBRIDCE 


Flat 1, “CLENDON,” CLENDON RD., 
ARMADALE, MELBOURNE 


HIS house is designed 
to grow as the family 
which lives in it grows. 
The first stage is a 
“basic” house, cut to es- 
sentials, providing an im- 
mediate, economic shelter 
for a newly married couple. 
It is virtually one room, 
plus utilities. But it is a 
large room, and is sub- 
divided by a block of cup- 
boards so that the various 
functions of living—sleep- 
ing, dressing, eating — are 
segregated. 


There is not much priv- 
acy for the occupants of 
this house, but in exchange 
for seclusion from each 
other they have a home 
with all necessary labor- 
saving devices at a cost of 
approximately £800 
(brick). 


They also have the 
knowledge that they can 
gain their privacy and ac- 
commodate their hoped- 
for family by simple addi- 
tions which will cause a 
minimum of disturbance. 


With the coming of their 
first child, their life may 
become more formal. In 
addition to the child’s 
room, they can add a priv- 
ate bedroom for them- 
selves. The sleeping al- 
cove of the basic house 
now becomes a place for 
study and sewing. A new 
shower-room (the only 
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extra mechanical equip- 
ment required) simplifies 
toilet organisation. The 
new car is housed in the 
car port. 


During sleeping hours, 
the screen to the baby’s 
room insulates the room 
from the house, but by day 
the screen may be thrown 
back, and the glass doors 
to the playground folded. 
The whole play area thus 
formed may be supervised 
from the kitchen, 


Finally, when finances 
and the building market 
are easier, they add a for- 
mal sitting room in front. 
The original living room is 
screened off from the en- 
trance and becomes the 
dining room. The house is 
complete. 


cost 


Estimate of building 
cost at the various stages 
is:— 


Ist Stage .. .. .. £800 
2nd Stage .. .. .. £1300 
3rd Stage .. .. .. £1800 
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POSTAGE HOME FOR 
MAXIMUM SUNSHINE 


By BRUCE SUTHERLAND, ARAIA. 


44 CROMWELL RD., SOUTH YARRA, MELBOURNE 


HIS design illustrates a spacious 

home which can be built in two 

stages. The completed scheme is 
designed for a 50 ft. allotment. 

The chief features are a continuous 
suite of living rooms, and a private sun 
terrace. These combine to give a spacious 
effect to the living section. 

The continuous French. windows in 
the Sun Room and Lounge blend the 
garden atmosphere into these rooms, and 
at the same time admit the maximum 


sunshine. A special feature is the plac- 
ing of the Kitchen, so that the windows 
command a view of the garden and the 
main street. 


The basic plan, which by use of dual 
purpose Sun Room gives six room ac- 
commodation, can be constructed in 
brick for £1100. Future additions to 
provide an 8-roomed home can be added 
without scrapping any of the original 
structure. 
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. Store Cupboard for 


Sewing Boxes, etc. 


. Linen Cupboard. 
. Concertina Rubber 


Doors to provide 
Separate Shower 
Room. 


4. Medicine Cabinets. 
. Wardrobe, 
. Telephone Cabinet, 


. Broom Cupboard, 
. Concertina Rubber 
. Umbrellas, Golf 


. Coat Cupboard. 

. Breakfast Buffet. 
. Refrigerator. 

. China and Stores. 
. Stove. 


Skirt Board, etc. 
Doors. 


Sticks, etc. 
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Compact and Efficient Plan 
at Low Cost 
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W. GHERARDIN 


45 CARLYON ST., ORMOND 
MELBOURNE 


HE foremost aim was to provide a compact 

and efficient plan, and so orientated to 

obtain maximum benefit from sunshine. 
The sleeping and living areas so placed provide 
easy circulation. 


A glass brick wall between Hall and Dining 
Room provides decorative effect; and glazed 
panels set below ceiling in Kitchen and Bath 
Room walls, provides natural light and ventila- 
tion to Hall. 


Built-in furniture features throughout with 
large cupboard space in Laundry. Additional 
storage space is provided above low Lavatory 
ceiling; access being from Bath Rcoom. 


House to have tiled roof, and external walls 
to be faced with pale cream bricks. 


The completed plan contains 11.4 squares, 
which at £140 per square in brick cost under 
£1600 to build. 
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By 
Lr. KEVIN F. KNIGHT 


48 GLENFERRIE ROAD, HAWTHORN 
MELBOURNE 


in mind during planning: 


ASPECT of all rooms as far as the 
limitations of site and requirements per- 
mitted. 


ZONING of the plan, ie., separation of 
sleeping, living and working areas. 


MINIMUM WASTE space in halls and 
passages. 


AMPLE CUPBOARD SPACE. 


LOCATION OF TOILET FACILITIES and 
cloak cupboards close to front door for visitors 
and at the same time adjacent to bedrooms. 


AMPLE VERANDAH space for children in 
wet weather. For this reason plan was ar- 
ranged to permit future extension of verandah 
if desired. 


The above requirements were adhered to as 
rigidly as possible in the plan. 

To permit the use of a small entrance hall 
which would appear spacious, the whole of 
one wall was enclosed in glass. This has the 
added advantage of affording a pleasant view 
of the garden and allows sufficient light into 
the short passage. 

The living-dining room was planned for 
pleasant and comfortable living. 

The work area has been arranged to per- 
mit the housewife complete supervision over 
the whole area and command of the chil- 
dren’s play area. 

Costs have been reduced by omitting all 
unnecessary doors and walls and by intro- 
ducing a very simple roof plan, which per- 
mits a lower ceiling in the smaller work areas 
than in the living area. 

No alteration to the existing plan is re- 
quired for future additions, These additions 
could include—additional No. 3 bedroom, with, 
possibly, a sunroom or recreation room adja- 
cent to it and opening off the living room, or 
a No. 4 bedroom opening from the entrance 
hall; garage and W.C. I consider that any 
home with three or more bedrooms requires 
two W.Cs. 

I suggest that the cost figure would be 
well below the cost of a normal present-day 
home of the same area. 


oge following were the main factors borne 
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Open Plan Suggesting Space 


By SIDNEY ANCHER, ARIBA, ARALLA. 


8 MUSTON STREET, MOSMAN, New South Wales 


N this design an attempt has been 

made to create as “open” a plan as 

possible. The elimination of all 
passageways was desired, but existing 
conventions proved too strong and a com- 
promise was reached. 

An aesthetic expression cf openness 
was sought by making whole sections of 
the walls, from floor to ceiling, of glass. 
While the conventional window opening 
may provide ample light and ventilation, 
the designer of this house considers that 
they do not assist in creating the illusion 
of space which is so desirable, particularly 
in small houses. 

Sheltered paved areas outside the 
house were included as outdoor living 
space, or in other words, as additional 
living area. 

The placing of the kitchen in a posi- 
tion with a favorable outlook, and central 
to all goings on in the house, was also 
one of the determining factors in the 
actual development of the plan. 


A ceiling height of 8 ft. was decided 
upon as being the most pleasing for the 
small house, and a flat roof as the logical 
solution to the roof problem, for both 
practical and aesthetic reasons. 

I estimate the house would cost £150 
per 100 square feet if built in Sydney, 
and possibly slightly less if built in Mel- 
bourne. 
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BOUSE Wilh A POOTURE 


By 


COXHEAD, BATH 


and MASON 


95 ST. ELMO ROAD, IVANHOE, MELBOURNE 


© ALTERNATIVE POSITIO 
OF GARAGE 
© FUTURE BEDROOMS 


© FUTURE PLAY GALLERY: 
@ PLAY GROUND UNDER: 


SUPERVISION . 


HE house is designed to suit a 

block of land facing north, and 

is planned to confine future 
bedrooms to the back of the build- 
ing so that the front entrance, 
front garden and living area re- 
main undisturbed. 

The living room faces the street 
and opens on to a sunny terrace, 
which can, if desired, be shielded 
from the public view by a hedge 
or a brick garden wall. By the use 
of a curtain the lounge and dining 
areas may be separated or com- 
bined to suit the needs of the occa- 
sion and, with the outdoor living- 
and-dining terrace, they form a 
single unit which gives ideal faci- 
lities for parties and other enter- 
tainments. 

The bedrooms face the east, 
where they receive the morning 
sun and are sheltered from almost 
all wind and rain. 
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PLOT PLAN . 


In extending the house it would 
be easy to have an extra shower 
room and storage cupboards in- 
cluded, and also to provide indoor 
play space for the children. 

The children’s play areas—both 
indoor and outdoor — are under 
supervision from the kitchen and 
get plenty of afternoon sun. 

Storage space has been given 
particularly detailed attention. In 
addition to wardrobe space in the 
bedrooms, there are separate cup- 
boards for hats and coats, clean 
linen, soiled linen, general storage, 
brooms and other cleaning gear, 
and a special cupboard which could 
be heated for drying clothes. And 
when the home is enlarged it would 
be easy to provide cupboards for 
the children’s toys. “ 

In addition to the usual kitchen 
equipment — stove, sink, storage 
cupboards and refrigerator — there 
is space for a folding ironing board, 
a sewing machine, and a breakfast 
table. 

_An attractive feature of the de- 
sign is its compactness—with two 
bedrooms the building only covers 
980 square feet, and has the ad- 
vantage of being simple in outline 
and easily roofed. 

Based on an estimate of £140 per 
100 sq. ft. the present day cost 
would be approx. £1375. 
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70 Meet a New Point of View 


By A. R. McCAULEY, ARLB.A. ARA.LA. 


11-18 YARRANABBE ROAD, 


N designing this house, a sincere effort has 
been made to meet the changed require- 
ments and points of view of the last few 

years. The orientation was carefully studied 
to obtain the best aspect for all rooms, and 
it will be seen they get a maximum amount 
of sun. 


Further, the placing of this living area as 
it is gives the greatest use of the land and 
yet it is kept away from the boundaries. This 
also will have the effect of keeping the house 
from being jambed up against the next, which 
so often happens in narrow blocks of land. 


The sleeping part of the house was to be 
kept apart from the living and yet quickly 
and readily accessible to it. Further, the bed- 
rooms must be well placed and planned so 
that the best use could be made of the area 
for furnishing. The greatest possible cupboard 
space was to be provided and the bathroom 
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DARLING POINT, SYDNEY 


and toilet were to be kept separate and must 
be close to the bedrooms. 

These two sections were to be connected 
by the entrance hall, which was to be an ex- 
tension of the terrace. Also, provision was to 
be made for an additional bedroom. 

All rooms were ‘to be lit by the maximum 
amount of window space, for it is relatively 
easy to reduce light but impossible to increase 
it if the openings are not there. 

The estimated cost based on 11.39 squares 
at £140 per square would be about £1600. 


LEGEND 
1, Living Room, 21’ WG Oe xno. 

Se SC 8. Entry. . 
2. Kitchen, 12’ x 8’. 9. Future Room, 12’ 
3. Laundry, 7’ x6’. xOO': 

4. Bedroom, 14’ x 13’. 10. Terrace, 
5. Bedroom, 14’ x 9’, 11. Garage. 
6. Bathroom, 9’ x 7’. 12. Car Port. 
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MULTI-PURPOSE ROOMS PROVIDE 
EXTRA AMENITIES 


By JAMES A. RUSSELL, ARAIA. 


C/o. STEPHENSON and TURNER, 374 LITTLE COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE 


HE general aim was to plan a compact 

economical home with provision for add- 

ing a third bedroom and also a future 
room to be used as a study or sun room. 

It is considered advisable to build rooms 
large enough to provide for cupboards and 
equipment which can be added at the oc- 
cupant’s convenience. 


Entrance.—Car entrance and front door are 
placed in close proximity for convenience. A 
covered car porch could be added later. 
Tradesmen, car and callers enter on the one 
side of the house making it possible to develop 
a private front garden if desired. 


Bedrooms.—Provision has been made for 
built-in cupboards. Children’s room is segre- 
gated from noise area and opens on to play 
area. 
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Play Terrace.—Sheltered from winds, partly 
covered and easily overlooked by the house- 
wife, it will be welcomed for family life. 


Living-Dining.—Arranged as one room with : 
small entry hall to give privacy to main rooms. pb 
Living room and future study open on to 
terrace, which could be partly covered at a 1 
later date. All rooms get sunlight. 


Study.—The plan also provides for the pos- 
sible addition of a study opening off the f 
entrance hall as it is felt that many men } 
require such a room for business or study. h 


Utility-Laundry.—The laundry of a house 
often becomes a store and workshop and it | 
is felt that a utility room should be provided p 
for washing and odd repair jobs for which 
bench and cupboards are provided. 


Multi-Purpose Room.—lIt is felt that the 
modern house requires a multi-purpose room, j 
so placed on the plan that it can be used \ 
for various purposes such as ironing, mending, I 
sewing, hobby work, homework, and playroom. i 
It can be easily closed up when visitors arrive \ 
and it leaves the living room always tidy for b 
such occasions. A cupboard is provided for I 
toys, sewing material, etc. Y 


Kitchen.—This is centrally placed for con- 
venience and a serving hatch and two-way 
cupboards for crockery, cutlery, etc., facilitates 
the serving of meals. The ease of serving to 
the dining alcove makes the provision of a 
large kitchen eating space an unnecessary 
expense. Space is provided for equipment, i 
such as a refrigerator, to be added later. 


__Bathroom.—A large toilet cupboard is con- 
sidered essential; a store is provided which 
later becomes a shower recess with drying | 
Space, when the third bedroom is added. | 
Ample cupboards in the corridor provide for |. 
soiled linen, clean linen, sporting equipment, I 


ete, 
Cost.—Approximate estimate at about £130 | 


per square hundred feet is between £1500 and 
£1600. 
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GARDEN ASPECT for all ROOMS 


By ROBERT G. BLACKBOURNE and THOMAS C. SAYER 


4 RAVEN'S GVE., ST. KILDA, MELBOURNE — 102 DURHAM RD., SURREY HILLS, MELBOURNE 


ESIGNED to suit either a corner of an 

inside allotment, planning has been in- 

fluenced by the necessity to devote 
maximum space to living apartments with 
the minimum of communicating space, con- 
sistent with average family demands, particu- 
larly in view of present high building costs. 

Sleeping apartments, all with garden 
aspect, have been oriented to obtain morning 
sunlight, and are of generous proportions, 
with ample wardrobe space, and are con- 
venient to all toilet facilities. 

The third bedroom may be added without 
structural alterations, as the half gable could 
be completed at little expense. 

For economy reasons, no separate dining 
room is provided; the space devoted to meals 
is screened for culinary arrangements by a 
bank of cupboards, and may be further 
screened from tthe lounge by a full sliding 
panel. . 

Lounge is of good size, with generous fur- 
nishing space and has a large open fireplace, 
clear of draughts, with adjacent bookshelves 
under the large corner windows. 


Pau at 
bof 
Seo 


Kitchen is of a size to allow all culinary 
arrangements to be disposed on the modern 
U plan, with all facilities in easy reach with- 
out being cramped. 

The cupboards partitioning meal space 
combine the office of servery as well as a 
buffet, dispensing with any separate dining 
room fitting. 

Separate shower room is featured, with 
room for hanging clothes as well as a box-seat 
while dressing. Easy of access after gardening 
or car-washing, a shower may be taken with- 
out disturbing the bathroom. 

Outdoor living is provided for by the ter- 
race opening from meal apartment, and which 
may be sheltered by an awning in summer 
extremes. 

The side verandah and service area provide 
suitable playing space, according to weather 
conditions. 

Executed in pink bricks with contrasting 
dark tiled roof and an interior finish in plain 
plaster walls and ceilings, the color motif in 
old ivory, would produce a restful, livable 
home in good taste, estimated to cost between 
£1400 and £1450. 


CONSTRUCTION DETAILS 


FOUNDATIONS.—Reinfor ced con- 
crete. 
4 \ WALLS.—1 lin. 
if internal. 
ROOF.—Color blend terra cotta tiles. 


?  JOINERY.—K.D, hardwood. 
EXTERNAL FINISH.—Selected pink 


bricks, 
INTERNAL FINISH.—Colored sanded 
walls—lounge, dine, bed. 
FLOORING.—K.D. hardwood. 
DOORS.—Selected flush veneer. 
WINDOWS.—Steel frame. 
Kitchen and bathroom woodwork 
enamelled; other joinery stained 
and waxed. 


brick, cavity 44in. 
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Good Planning 
for Now and the Future 


By ERIC H. J. ZIEBELL, Dip. Arch, Melbourne University 


57 ASHBURN GROVE, ASHBURTON, MELBOURNE 


ATURALLY, opinions differ regarding the relative importance of funda- 
mentals and some may be thought non-essential, but the following 
are generally considered features of good planning:— 

(a) Sunny living rooms for the winter; A 

(b) Kitchen not a narrow draughty passageway; as near as possible 

to front door and so placed to get some sunlight and, if possible, 
commanding some supervision of play area. 

(ce) Dining room not a passage way if it can be avoided; 

(d) Bedrooms grouped with bathroom and, if possible, catching some 

winter sun in the morning; 

Below is set out the main features of the component parts of the 

plan:— 

LOUNGE.—Ample light; plenty of winter sun; easy access to garden; 
fireplace free from draughts; can be combined with dining room 
or separated by curtain; supervision over play verandah. 

DINING ROOM.—Direct access to kitchen and verandah and combined 
with lounge if required. 

KITCHEN.—Direct access to trades porch rather than through laundry; 
space for meals; good light; ample cupboard space; position of 
trades hatch permits locking up rear premises. 

BEDROOMS.—Built-in wardrobes; light both sides of dressing tables; main 
bedroom with windows on three sides and with divan under window 
for reclining without disturbing bed. 

BATHROOM, W.C. AND SHOWER.—With separate entrances and with space 
in shower portion for undressing and all adjacent to bedrooms; 
accessible from garden without passing through house. 

LAUNDRY.—Nearest to drying area and main source of soiled linen; pro- 
vides access from outside to ablutions and toilet. Facilities for 
mechanical drying and ironing of clothes. 

VERANDAH.—Eventually glassed in as sun room or play room. 

GARAGE AND GARDEN COURT.—By placing garage as shown, there is 
a minimum length of drive and it forms a garden-court as access 
to house. Cupboard off court provided for convenient storage of 
garden deck chairs. The pergola links garage to house. 

FUTURE ROOMS.—Perspective sketch illustrates completed scheme, showing 
simple extension of existing gable roof. As both rooms are the 
same width, lean-to roof continued up from fuel store provides first 
addition; lean-to roof the other way over second addition completes 
gable. Access lobby used as store until rooms added. If they are 
bedrooms, they are close to parents’ room; if one is a study, is 
away from noisy portion of house. 

Under present conditions, the cost in brick would be approximately 

£2000. 
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M. aking Lull Use of a Confined 


Bye RONALD L. GUNN, ara.a. ARV.LA. 


190 BAY ROAD, SANDRINGHAM. MELBOURNE 


‘HE normal suburban allotment being 

usually flat, with very little outlook except 

on to squalid streets, paling fences and 
blank brick walls, dictated the full use being 
made of the confined site and the co-relation 
of the living area to the private garden at the 
rear. The “front garden” could then blend 
in with the street planning—this would be 
particularly effective in a community plan- 
ning scheme. 

THE LIVING AREA (including outdoor 
living) has been orientated to the sun and has 
glass doors on the north and west, allowing 
the whole area to be thrown open to the fresh 
air to form a more intimate relationship with 
the garden. Wide overhanging eaves protect 
the room from direct sun in hot weather, 
while the large expanse of glass allows the 
sun to penetrate into the room in the colder 
weather when the sun’s rays are much lower. 

A roller hatch opening between the living 
and the cooking areas provides an opportunity 
for quick snacks such as supper or “breakfast 
on the run,” and a drink bar which may be 
used in conjunction with the outdoor living 
and barbecue for entertainment purposes. 

THE KITCHEN has a central position with 
orientation to the south and north, giving 
the housewife supervision of either the en- 
trance or the children’s play area. It is con- 
veniently situated adjacent to the laundry, 
bathroom and either the front or tradesmen’s 
entrance, thus minimising the amount of 
walking done in a day by the housewife. 

THE SLEEPING ZONE has been discon- 
nected from the main thoroughfare. Each 
bedroom faces the morning sun and has glass 


ADSUSTARLE GusSS 1oWATE 
SHER KIIGHEN # LIVING 
CUT 


doors opening out on to a small privately- 
screened garden court, which could be used 
for outdoor sleeping, exercising or as a quiet, 
secluded retreat. 

STORAGE has been provided to meet nor- 
mal family requirements in the hallway, bed- 
rooms, kitchen and laundry, 

THE CONSTRUCTION is of brick with flat 
timber frame roof covered with metal inter- 
locking sheets. The difference in roof level 
provides operable glass louvres to the north 
and south over the kitchen and living room to 
give a free circulation of air when so desired. 

The plan is adaptable to any type of con- 
struction, material or method of roofing. 

ESTIMATED COST: £1400 (exclusive of 
garage, future bedroom, barbecue and flagged 
paving). 


Z 


LEGEND 


1. Bench with Roller 10. Cloak cupboard. 
Hatch to form ser- 11. Linen Cupboard. 
very cum drink or 12. Fuel Store. 
quick snack-bar. 13. Desk-unit movable 

2. Range. furniture. 

3. Oven. 14. Book shelves. 

4. Bench top. 15. Tele-phono-radio 

5. Cabinet refrigerator. set. 

6. Ironing machine. 16. Storage, cupboard, 

7. Work top and clean toys, golf clubs, etc. 
and soiled clothes 17. Work bench, 
bins under, 18. Covered service en- 


. Washing machine, 
. Troughs, H,W. Ser- 
vice over. 


ReXes} 


rear elevation 


trance. 
Roof, sheet metal inter- 
locked panels, aluminium 
finish. 
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DESIGNED TO “GROW UP" WITH. 
THE FAMILY 4 


By COXHEAD, BATH and MASON j 


95 ST. ELMO ROAD, IVANHOE, MELBOURNE a 


£G2) GARDEN! 


N these days of high costs and scarcity of materials, 3 
the problem of building a home must often be 7 
solved by starting with a minimum of facilities 
and adding to them as conditions improve. In this 
way the home “grows up” with the family, and as it 
grows it should provide not only more sleeping space, 
but also more space for recreation and work, and 


SHELTERED eke 
PLAY AREA) 


OUTDOOR q more space for such things as linen, pram, vacuum 

DINING cleaner and all the other odds and ends that in- 
crease as the family increases. 

UTILITY For 


This design is a practical solution of the problem. 
It starts with a double Bedroom and a small single 
Bedroom, a Living Room, a Kitchen, a Dining Alcove, 
and the minimum of toilet facilities. This “nucleus” 
is planned so that, in the easiest and cheapest pos- 
sible way, it can be increased to form a spacious and 


HH HALL » 3s, comfortable home. , 
BED2te- po = 2 The additions can be made as and when required, 
para | 3 


SEWING MACHINE 
IRONING BOARD ETC. [ 


? say a Bedroom or two Bedrooms at one stage, then 

Lf Dining and Utility rooms, then storage space and 
PRIVATE > perhaps extra shower room, and then the Sunroom. 
GARDEN (, 


Every addition involves an absolute minimum of in- 
terference with the existing structure. 

A skillion roof has been used in the design because 
this roof requires only a simple extension as each 
room is added and would be the cheapest method of 
roofing the new work. However, the more orthodox 
gable roof could easily be substituted and would not 
greatly increase the cost of the additions. 

A feature of the planning is that the Laundr 
has been placed a short distance from the main 
building and connected ‘to it by a covered paved area. 
This forms an excellent outdoor “general purpose” 
area where meals may be served, or the children may 
play out in the fresh air but sheltered from rain, 
wind or hot sun. 

Based on an estimate of £140 per 100 sq. ft. of 
Rea ee present day cost would be approximately 
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PLOT PLAN I= 1610" 
SHOWING LIVING , SLEEPING TOILET, & STORAGE 
SPACE INCREASED FOR GROWING FAMILY. 
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Featuring a Modern Method 
of Serving Meals 


By D. GRAEME LUMSDEN, pip. arcu. 


7 MERVYN CRESCENT, IVANHOE, MELBOURNE 


S the cost of present day construction is 
A increased by about 40 per cent., it is 
necessary to produce a design which is 
economical and yet not too small and with 
provision for an extra room the cost of which 
would be prohibitive to erect at the moment, 
but which may reasonably be looked for in 
the future. At the same time, this room must 
be capable of being added without undue 
alteration to the existing building. 


Keeping these things in mind, the kitchen 
was made smaller and kept grouped with the 
laundry, the latter being used as a means of 
egress. Because of this, cross traffic was 
eliminated, and with the doors arranged in 
the corner, full use could be made of the 
wall space. 


NEW MEAL ARRANGEMENT 


A buffet was arranged in between kitchen 
and diningroom walls, to avoid allowing for 
space normally used for a table in the kitchen 
for quick meals such as breakfast. This 
would be serviced from the kitchen through 
sliding windows to persons seated on stools 
in the diningroom. Thus the use of the 
diningroom table as the only other means of 
serving meals becomes unnecessary. 


When entertaining is in progress, the 
housewife is not locked away when preparing 
meals, but can be attending to the necessary 
matter of supper while at the same time being 
in the party. The buffet could be used for 
the service of supper. When not in use as 
such buffet becomes a work bench in the 
kitchen. 
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PRIVATE GARDEN ASPECT 


Living and diningroom was placed to ob- 
tain north and east light, at the same time 
giving private aspect on to the landscape 
garden, and with the kitchen overlooking the 
playing area for supervision of children. 

Bedrooms are placed in the front to obtain 
north light, and to be adjacent to the bath- 
room. The additional bedroom is so arranged 
in this group as to be also approximate to 
the bathroom, but at the same time not ob- 
structing the outlook from the major rooms, 
When the scheme was completed this would 
give the necessary shelter for the front 
entrance from westerlies. 


SERVICE ROOMS 


Thus the completed layout has sleeping, 
living and service quarters grouped together. 
Service rooms are adjoining drying yards with 
tradesmen entering the one entrance at the 
front, but are not brought into the landscape 
garden at the rear. 


The garage is close to the front and rear 
entrances and does not interfere with the 
landscape garden, 

Dining space is placed between living and 
service rooms. Bedrooms are grouped around 
the bathroom in a separate wing. 

A feature of this design is to obtain as 
much sun and garden into all rooms by means 
of windows and doors which can be thrown 
open when the weather is suitable but at 
the same time giving full privacy. 

It is estimated the cost would be approxi- 
mately £1500. 
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First Prize 


By 
COXHEAD, MASON 
and BATH 


95 ST. ELMO RD., IVANHOE 
MELBOURNE 


Meeting All Requirements 


1O make the best use of the sun, all living 
rooms and bedrooms were given a 
northern aspect, This allows the warm 

winter sun to stream into the rooms all day, 
while most of the hot summer sun is kept 
out. The reason, of course, is that when the 
summer sun is in the north it is very high in 


the sky and its rays beat down ON the house 
rather than into it; whereas the winter sun, 
which shines mostly from the north, is low in 
the sky and its rays penetrate deeply INTO 
the house. 

The kitchen, bathroom, shower and laun- 
dry receive sun at the time when it is most 


f (continued overleaf) 


LEGEND 


. Sewing Machine. 
. Breakfast Table. 
. Crockery Cups. 
. Two-way Cupboard 
to Dining Room. 
Sink and Drainer. 
Stove. 
! 15! «IO! . Kitchen. 

Electric Drying Cups, 


i 
cz . Coat Cups. 
10. Wash Trough. 


11. Copper. 

12. Wardrobe. 

13. Linen and General 
Storage. 

14. Refrigerator. 
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Meeting All Requirements —(cont.) 


appreciated—in the morning. No rooms are 
exposed to the hot afternoon summer sun, and 
the lounge and main bedroom have cross- 
ventilation to help keep them cool. 


The lounge, dining room and kitchen have 
been planned to open onto a sun terrace at 
the rear, which links the house with a private 
garden, and on the other side of the lounge 
are windows giving a wide view of the front 
garden so that the living area seems to be a 
part of the garden itself. 

An outdoor play area has been planned at 
one side of the rear garden and is placed so 
that it is visible from the lounge, dining room 
and kitchen, and also from the bedrooms on 
the first floor, which means that it can be 
kept under constant supervision. The area 
between the dining room and kitchen provides 
a@ general workspace which can also be used 
for indoor play when the children cannot play 
outdoors, 


The general workspace is a very useful area 
for machining, sewing, ironing, etc., for 


children’s homework and for informal meals. 
The position of the table in relation to the 
crockery cupboard and sink-top reduces the 
work of setting and clearing it to a minimum. 


There is plenty of storage space. In ad- 
dition to kitchen cupboards there are built-in 
wardrobes to each bedroom, linen and general 
storage cupboards, a coat cupboard in the 
hall and an electrically heated clothes-drying 
cupboard in the laundry. The W.C. off the 
laundry could be omitted if desired and the 
space used for extra storage. 


A separate shower cubicle has been pro- 
vided. In a three-bedroom house it helps to 
avoid waiting for the morning use of the 
bathroom. 


Passages are reduced to a minimum by the 
compact arrangement of the rooms, and this, 
together with the simple shape of the building 
and low roof over the stairway and_ toilet 
facilities, helps to save materials and keep 
costs as low as possible. 


Approximate price (brick) based on as- 
sumed cost of £140 per 100 sq. ft., £2050. 
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£100 SECOND PRIZE ENTRY 


Steel Frame Construction Suggests 
Styles of Homes to Come 


By JOHN MOCKRIDGE, DIP. ARCH. 


23 BRUCE STREET, TOORAK, MELBOURNE 


HE house has been designed for a block 

facing East. In order to partially screen 

the private garden at the rear and also 
to form a car-port and sheltered entrance 
and play area, the first floor and bedroom 
unit has been cantilevered out and the roof 
of the living and service areas (running at 
right angles) forms an excellent secluded 
sun-baking deck. 

One enters the glazed entrance hall, from 
which the reinforced concrete cantilever 
stair leads to the first floor and the wide 
hospital type door leads to the living-room. 

The living-room is 24ft. x 15ft. and com- 
prises dining facilities at the kitchen end. 
The North and West walls are completely of 
glass, giving directly on to the private garden 
via the terrace. 


FLOOR PLANS 


NORTH 
ELEVATION 


Partitions generally are formed by the 
cupboards, all of which are standardised and 
could be readily fabricated in the shop and 
be transferred to the job. They are of two 
types—for hanging clothes, and also for 
storing clothes. 

The area above door head height to the 
ceiling would be fitted with doors and would 
serve as junk and luggage cupboards. The 
bathroom has a linen chute which delivers 
dirty clothes directly to the laundry. 3ft. 
wide gangways are provided for sitting out 
and also to make window-cleaning less tire- 
some. 

The 2ift. x 15ft. sun deck has a storage 
cupboard for deck furniture, etc. 


Approximate pre-war cost, £1920. 
OVERLEAF 
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CONSTRUCTION 


HE ‘house is designed with a_light steel frame, 

and the upper floor to be of reinforced cone, 

with an infilling on the window walls of brick 
or plastic sheeting. 

The south wall of living-room and kitchen would 
be of brick or natural stone. Since the conditions 
stated no existing regulations need be adhered to, 
the south wall (having no windows) has been built 
on the boundary, but if this was not considered 
desirable, the house could be placed three feet from 
the fence, as indicated by the dotted line. 

By designing on a three feet module, doors become 
a standard size and the storage walls would be 
formed by the standardised cupboard units, 

These units, three feet by two feet, would be 
fabricated in the factory and would be one of two 
types: 


AREAS 
Ground Floor 680 sq. ft. ——— 
First Floor . . 684 sq. ft. 
1364 sq. ft. { 
Car port and tlivia G 
covered play 
areas. he ASsisq: “ft. 
Sun deck 315 sq. ft. 
798 sq. ft. DINING @ 
Me et 
KEY TO PLAN 
a. Brooms; and Clothes 1 
Chute. 
b. Coat Cupboard. RPOSE 
c. Table. Sef 
d. Range, FE LAUND 
e. Sink. f rh 
f. Refrigerator. es for ae ‘xg! g 
g. Copper, wo — 
h. Troughs. 
i. Deck Furniture Store, 
j. Cupboard (shelves). = 
k. Cupboard (hanging). BSE 
1. Towel Cupboard (Linen oe ae 
Chute under). 
m. Linen Cupboard. 
n. Cupboard (shelves). FUEL & 
©. Cupboard (hanging) . TOOLS 
p. Cupboard. a ‘ 
q. Cupboard. S ER VIC 
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s. Cupboard (hanging). GRO UN 
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(a) Shelves only. 

(b) Hanging space. 

The car port formed beneath the bedroom wing 
should be sufficient to house the auto, but the 
garage position has been indicated, 
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COMPACTNESS FOR ECONOMY 
AND CONVENIENCE 


By JEFF HARDING, 15 Kyora Parade, North Balwyn, Melbourne 


NOTEWORTHY FEATURES of the design are:— 


ECONOMY AND EASE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

The simple rectangular or near square shape 
of the plan is the most economical type of house 
which can be built, as the external double walling 
is reduced to a minimum, thus saving labor and 
material, 

The internal partition walls of the first floor 
rooms are built directly on top of the walls form- 
ing the rooms of the ground floor, obviating the 
necessity of providing any large steel or rein- 
forced concrete beams. 

Prefabricated wardrobe units extending to the 
ceiling are built into the three bedrooms, the 
units between bedrooms No. 1 and No. 2 form 
the division between the two rooms, the space 
above, 7 ft. high to the ceiling, being utilised 
as storage space for trunks, hat boxes, etc. 

All sewerage and water supply is grouped 
together and for very little extra expense an 
additional w.c. could be provided near the bath 
room on the first floor. 


CONVENIENCE AND COMFORT. 


The stone facing and slightly curved entrance 
porch makes an interesting feature while afford- 
ing good protection from the “south-westerlies.” 

A cloak cupboard is appropriately placed near 
the entrance door and good storage space is 
provided under the stair for such things as 
prams, etc. Other cupboards built into the house 
provide storage space for fuel alongside the fire- 
place in the living room and storage space for 
china and glassware is provided in the dining- 
room in the form of a built-in buffet. 

The kitchen has been carefully planned so 


GROUND PLANS OVERLEAF 
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that all equipment and cupboards are arranged 
continuously around the wall in their correct 
sequence. The food is stored in the cupboards 
and refrigerator, prepared at the sink and bench, 
cooked on the stove and served from the serving 
table. Crockery cupboards are conveniently 
placed between the stove and the sink. 

The total superficial floor area of the house 
is 1350 square feet and at present day rates 
the house would cost approximately £1800. 
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| Two Storey Spaciousness 


By 


BED RAM 


Lt, E, A. HUNT and Lt. K, REID 


Ist AUST. C. E. (WKS.), BRISBANE 


ey : Te: residence was planned 


: to take full advantage of 

be ama en aa the 80 ft, width of block 

i available, bearing in min ie 

BE MS: a economical aspect of the design 

applicable to present day re- 
S| quirements. 

The design allows for the ad- 

dition of a garage as an integral 
i part of the scheme, involving a 
HALL iT { minimum of alteration. The 
placing of this unit materially 
assists the massing of the ex- 
terior treatment; and a com- 
Tt municating door would be in- 
SA stalled from the laundry. 
Ss. Externally, the building has a 
simple severity, relieved by the 
extensive use of flower boxes, 
white rendered window mullions 
and a concrete canopy to the 
street elevation. 


Construction details are on 
standard methods, with painted 
brick walls and colored deep 
corrugated asbestos cement roof- 
ing. Windows throughout are of 
opening casement design with 
the exception of the main stair 
hall which hes adjustable glass 
louvres. 

The living room, of ample pro- 
portions, has an aspect to both 
front and rear gardens, with 
direct access to the dining sec- 
pin he once ee qinlises = " 

e internal walls generally 

y KITCHEN Se] are to be in sanded plaster finish 

(ell eae with water color treatment. Ceil- 

feeee to ane a rooms pond 

A e in % in. re insulating 

HALL board, and the kitchen, laundry 

and bath room eeiling finished 
with a hard board. 

The total floor area amounts 
to 2000 square feet (20 squares) 
and ceiling heights were based 
on a 9 ft. minimum, 

It is considered that the cost 


of construction would be between 
£2000 and £2400 under present 
building conditions, dependent 
upon materials, 
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EXTRA SPACE FOR WORK AND 


PLAY 


COXHEAD, MASON & BATH 


95 ST, ELMO ROAD, IVANHOE, MELBOURNE 


TWO-STOREY house for an 
A average family of up to four 
children on a block of land 
having a frontage of fifty feet is 
a fairly usual problem, but here it 
has been solved in an unusual way. 
Perhaps the most unusual feature 
of the plan is the special attention 
given to the housewife’s working 
area. Here a space 21 ft, x 10 ft. 
has been provided in a strategic 
position, having easy access to ‘the 
dining area, hall and stair and to 
the rear porch. 

The area is equipped for meal 
preparation with a concentration 
of cupboards and equipment at one 
end, a meal alcove adjacent—the 
table having a multi-purpose, pro- 
viding also for dressmaking, iron- 
ing or children’s homework—and a 
space for sewing machine, clothes 
horse or for an infant’s playground 
at the other end. A through-way 
glass and china cupboard between 
kitchen and dining areas facilitates 
setting and clearing the dining 
table. 

The whole mass is simple, in- 
teresting and easily roofed for 
economy. Reckoning at the rate of 
£140 per hundred square feet, the 
post-war cost of this house should 
be in the vicinity of £2150 includ- 
ing the work-play space. 
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HOUSE AND GARDEN INSEPARABLE 


The living-dining area and garden here 
are inseparable and well related units merg- 
ing together on the terrace under the vine- 
covered pergola. This encourages ‘‘al fresco” 
dining and sitting out in the sun during the 
pleasant seasons of spring and autumn, while 
at other times the freshness of the garden 
and trees can be appreciated from behind the 
protection of the glazed wall or venetian 
blinds. Front and rear access paths do not 
disturb this garden setting. 


When entertaining in the lounge, a curtain 
can be drawn across to isolate the dining area 
while the table is set, and in the event of a 
large gathering, the dining area temporarily 
encroaches into the lounge, avoiding con- 
gestion. 

Thus, this flexible arrangement allows the 
living area at times to be used for dining and 
the dining area is always available for ad- 
ditional living, recreational and entertaining 
space. = 
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ARCHITECTS. OWN: HOMES 


with improvements 


By J. McMAHON KEANE, 


A.R.A.LA. 


21 HOWARD STREET, GLEN IRIS, MELBOURNE 


‘HIS home is “livable” for the prototype 

taken by the architect is his own home 

at Glen Iris. In the plan shown he has 
incorporated those little improvements to his 
own layout that have become apparent “from 
being lived in.” 

The orientation secures maximum benefits 
from the sun and in the roof over rear 
verandah is indicated adjustable louvres 
either obscure or of “non-actinic” (heat- 
resisting) glass by the operation of which 
the winter sunshine can be directed into the 
lounge and dining room, and the hot summer 
sun deflected so that the verandah roof will 
shade these rooms. A glazed screen shields 
this rear verandah from westerly weather. 

In planning, consideration has been given 
to living and dining rooms opening out on to 
“outdoor living’ screened from the street. 
Floor areas are almost wholly contained within 
habitable rooms, hall areas have been re- 
duced to a minimum while passages have 
been eliminated entirely. 

The dining space conveniently arranged 
with the kitchen near by involves far less 
labor in setting and serving at table than a 
separate dining room. 

When entertaining, the combined areas will 


PAGE SEVENTY 


be found to be of greater value than two 
separate rooms. 

Ample built-in cupboard space is a feature 
of this design and the suggested furniture 
layout shows space set aside for writing pur- 
poses, shelves for books, etc. 

The opening between dining room and lower 
hall would be glazed with cross-reeded glass. 

The carport may be screened in if required 
to form a garage and is easily accessible to 
the house. 

The suggested finish externally would be 
brick having every second horizontal course 
raked with all others flushed up and the 
whole then painted with parchment white 
cement paint. 

All windows, doors, fascias, etc., would be 
painted off-white. 

Color relief would be by bright flowering 
pot-plants and flower boxes—attention to the 
latter being via the small balcony included 
off bedroom 1. Roof would be covered with 
green terra-cotta tiles. 


COST OF CONSTRUCTION 
My estimate of cost of building, based on 


£150 per square hundred feet for brick is 
£2,525. 
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN 


Makmng Best Use 
of Your Land 


By IAN LINDSAY, AMP. (Aust), A.V.S.A. and 
IAN ASHTON, ARALA. 


47 BELLETT STREET, CAMBERWELL, MELBOURNE 


N the planning of the two-storey house, “Wenlock 

Edge,” it was decided that the average rectangular 

plan could be discarded in favor of a long and 
narrow block, taking full advantage of the surround- 
ing area for recreational purposes. The service area 
of the house was kept to the front with a drying yard 
hidden from the street by a stone wall, the stones 
being bedded horizontally. The placing of the ser- 
vice yard in the front leaves the remainder of the 
block for development as a private garden. 

The entrance hall of the house was kept to a 
minimum and the space thrown into the main living 
portion. As will be seen, both living and dining rooms 
open directly to the garden, while the three bed- 
rooms upstairs overlook the garden. 

The provision of the glazed covered way from the 
garage to entrance door serves the double purpose of 
screening the garden from the street and protection 
from the weather when entering or leaving the 
garage. If the garage is not built until a later date, 
it is intended that a stone wall be built to link the 
covered way to the side boundary; this will ultimately 
become the rear wall of the garage. 

On the first floor, three bedrooms open to the 
balcony, with built-in wardrobes, and this floor 
generally is supplied with ample storage space. It 
would be possible, if so desired, to provide a second 
W.C. on the ground floor almost directly under that 
on the first floor, thereby creating no difficulty with 
the plumbing, which is all grouped at this end of 
the building. 

Construction of the house would be washed brick- 
work, with a tiled, shingled or slate roof. 
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LEGEND.—Ground Floor: 1, Ironing bench.. 2, Shelf. 3, Stove. 4, Refrigerator with cupboards over. 5, 

Bench. 6, Cupboards over.. 7, Cupboards, china, etc. 8, Bookshelves, radio, etc. 9, Coat cupboards. First 
Floor: 10, Linen and storage. 11, Shelves and cupboards. 12, Wardrobes. 
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By Major W. E. McLAUCHLAN 
and Captain NEWELL 


ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF STAFF, L.H.Q., 
VICTORIA BARRACKS, MELBOURNE 


UR purpose was to design a 

two-storey house with a plan 

reduced to a simple rectangle, 
suitable for erection in the present 
emergency of demand, labor and 
materials. 

Every room of importance re- 
ceives north light and overlooks 
the private garden. An ample eaves 
overhang shades the first floor bed- 
rooms and a continuous louvred 
hood reduces glare and protects 
the glazed wall of the living area. 

The dining-living area has a 
flexible disposition. The stair is 
designed to occupy the least pos- 
sible space and has a W.C. and 
pram storage under. Portion of the 
upper stair hall is screened to form 
a bay for sewing or homework. 
Wardrobes with box storage above 
divide the sleeping and dressing 
areas of the owner’s bedroom. 

Child-play is under direct super- 
vision from the kitchen and living 
room. For further economy, plumb- 
ing and sewerage are concentrated 
in the south-west corner. 


CONSTRUCTION 

Concrete is suggested as a pos- 
sible alternative to more critical 
materials. Cavity wall construc- 
tion is recommended, with inner 
walls and partitions of light weight 
cinder-concrete blocks or Heraklith. 
This construction is expressed both 
in plan and elevation. 

The roof is low-pitched integrally 
colored asbestos cement. 

Based on a rise of 40% in build- 
ing costs during the war years, the 
house is estimated at £1800, less 
garage. 
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“FIRST FLOOR PLAN 


FOR ECONOMY 


By Captain ROBERT F. HOWDEN, RAE. and MARJORIE HOWDEN 


4 BURNSIDE AVENUE, CANTERBURY 


HIS plan exhibits the present trend of economy 
in space, and, in addition, gives a bright open 
plan without a dark corner, and one which 
requires the minimum of work in daily cleaning 
and building maintenance. = 
The ground floor suite is for living, and outdoor 
and indoor living are closely allied. Entry from a 
sheltered porch is essential, and this will be im- 
proved with the addition of the garage. ay 
The Dining Room is integral with the Living 
Room, and there is ample glass to enable outlook 
to garden, front and rear, giving beautiful settings, 
and enabling people within the house to feel the 
home is open to the gardens. On a small allotment 
it is important to add this feeling of spaciousness. 
The kitchen is the work centre, and is caulppe 
with ample cupboards, drawers and refrigerator. 


Provision is made for an eating and working corner, 
to cope with the relay breakfast or quick lunch. The 
kitchen also looks over the pergola and play area. 
The rear porch and laundry adjoin the kitchen and 
save travel in daily tasks. iy fi 

Sunlight is healthy, and fresh air essential, 
Large glass areas indicate the current trend to 
achieve these requirements, and due care has been 
taken to protect glass on the North Side from the 
heat of summer sun, and yet permit the sun to 
penetrate during cooler autumn or winter. 

This home could be constructed either in brick 
or reinforced concrete, and roofed with terra cotta 
tiles. Windows would be metal extruded or rolled 
sections. 

Cost may be estimated on an area of 1680 sq. ft., 
probably between £1200 and £1300. 
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c. C. DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND NATIONAL SERVICE 


O maintain favorable economy in comparison 
with a single storey house of similar size, the 

“small” two storey house must be compactly 
planned. To this end, one living room has 
been planned to serve all purposes of relaxation, 
study and dining. £ Z 

With careful selection and intelligent placing 
of furniture, these three activities can be grouped 
into separate spheres, whilst retaining the 
spaciousness resulting from one large room. 

An essential adjunct to any home with young 
children is a place for them to play without dis- 
turbance to the main room. This has been 
provided in the form of a sun porch which is 
under direct supervision from the kitchen, and by 
means of folding glass doors may be wide open 
in fine weather and leads to the rear garden 
with sand pit adjacent. 

A desirable feature, required by many house- 
wives, is not to pass through the kitchen to reach 
the tradesmen’s door, laundry or garage. This 
is not always economical planning, but is more 
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readily achieved in the two storey house because 
of the lesser amount of horizontal communica- 
tions required. 

The house was restricted in overall width to 
permit of the garage and drying area being placed 
between the house and side boundary. Clothes 
lines are thus screened from any principal out- 
look, are handy to the laundry, and do not en- 
croach on neighbors’ views. The garage has 
covered access to the back door. F 


The provision of three lavatory basins in a house 
of this size may appear somewhat lavish, but 
would not mean much increase in cost, as all 
plumbing is concentrated. 

It is difficult to anticipate the costs of a house 
of this type under present-day conditions, which 
are considerably inflated, compared with immedi- 
ate pre-war figures. It is known that this house 
could have been built for £1350 in that period, 
and today it may be anything between £1750 
and £2000. 


— 


®Constuction 
is usual brick walls 
and timber framed 
floors and roof. 


@ External finish in 
light toned brickwork 
with off white trim 
and brown tiled roof, 
Best aspect to face 
south or west. 
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TWO STOREY COMFOR® 


By Major W. E. McLAUGHLAN and Captain P. E. NEWELL 


VICTORIA BARRACKS, MELBOURNE 


LL rooms have been kept within their ZONE 

A groups of Service, Living and Sleeping. 
Direct communication is provided between 

Service and hall, Service and dining, and entrance 
hall and Living. = 

All cross traffic through rooms from the Service 
area is eliminated. 

Utility*Service porch acts as a lock against 
kitchen odors penetrating to entrance hall. 

All trades traffic has en kept to side en- 


trance, thus eliminating this traffic from crossing 

or approaching main entrance or garden areas. 

Child play area is under close supervision from 

kitchen whilst culinary duties are being carried out. 

Kitchen and dining are planned to get the 
full_benefit of morning sun. 

_ Dining is provided with easterly wall, built up 

in glass panels and doors to give both an outlook 

and access to private garden. Meals ae also be 

taken on the sheltered terrace outside dining room. 

Living is separated from dining 

by in-built unit buffet and glass 

screen. This treatment allows more 

A flexible use of the living area during 

entertaining, whilst the large glass 

doors and panels have a westerly 
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outlook on to the formal garden. 
Protection from hot westerly sun is 
obtained by the projecting first 
floor bay. 


well equipped with in-built ward- 
robes and store space. 

The sewing bay on the first floor 
landing allows the sewing to be 


The bedrooms all overlook the 
private or formal garden, and are 


sah done without disturbing the main 


rooms. Sewing machine is pushed 
into cupboard when not in use. 
Ample linen storage is provided ad- 
jacent to this bay. 


ESTIMATED COST 

Based on 40 per cent. increase in 
building costs during war years, 
house only is estimated at, say, 
a 00 plus garage and garden lay- 
out. 

MATERIALS AND FINISH 

- Externally. — Brick construction, 
painted off-white; roof—glazed terra 
cotta chocolate tiles. Joinery and 
trim to match walls. 

Front Door.—Sun_ tan. lacquer. 
Soffits of Eaves and Projecting Bay. 
—Gloss enamel duck egg blue. 
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Family Flome for Moderate Means 


By J. SHIMMIN, ARA.LA. 


DEPARTMENT OF, WORKS AND HOUSING, 225 BOURKE STREET, MELBOURNE 
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PLATS 


HE building has been 

planned to provide the 

maximum of.comfort and 
sunlight, and for easy work- 
ability for the housewife, 
most of the rooms being ac- 
cessible from central hall on 
both floors. 

The Living Room has low 
windows overlooking front 
garden, and with Dining Bay 
separated by a clear glass 
screen, would have an air of 
spaciousness. The Dining 
Bay opens on to a semi-open 
terrace, and thence to a pri- 
vate garden. 

The kitchen door is screened 
from the entrance by open- 
ing off a short passage, which 
leads to service porch. The 
Jaundry opens off Service 
Porch, and a_ Utility Room 
has been provided internally. 

On the first floor, two of the 
Bedrooms open off a spacious 
well-lighted Lounge Hall, 
while the third Bedroom 
opens off short passage lead- 
ing to Bathroom, etc. Ample 
cupboard space for linen has 
been provided. 

The design of the building 
is simple and dignified, a fea- 
ture being made of the pro- 
jection of part of the Living 
Room in front of main mass, 
as single storey only. The 
roof of this portion extends 
down one entrance porch, 
which is enclosed on exposed 
side with wide open lattice 
work, which, if desired, may 
be glazed for further protec- 
tion to entrance door. 

A future garage is sug- 
gested on the side of the 
building. 

With the price of building 
being such as it is at the 
present time, I could only give 
an approximate of £2350. 
The building occupies 1700 
square feet approx, 3 
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DESIGNED FOR 
SUNSHINE 


| By A. E. MUHLSTEIN, ARAILA. 


432 PUNT ROAD, SOUTH YARRA, Vic. 


| 
FIRST FLOOR PLAN ra) oY 


HE basic consideration when design- 

ing the house was the grouping of 

living, working and sleeping areas on 
the aspect receiving most sunlight, and 
overlooking a private garden at the rear 
of the house. 

On the ground floor, the living room 
with dining bay, verandah and kitchen 
have northern aspect, as do the three bed- 
rooms and roofed balcony on the first 
floor. Additional windows on the south 
and east in the living room and on the 
eastern wall of the main bedroom, ensure 
adequate cross ventilation. 

Child’s play area and private garden are 
under direct supervision from the kitchen. 
Kitchen and laundry both have cross 


ventilation. 
FUTURE All plumbing and sewerage is concen- 
GARAGE trated for economy. First floor fittings 


directly over those on ground floor. 
Cupboard provision is ample. A separate 
closet is added for trunk storage. 


CONSTRUCTION 

Brick walls and tile roof (or alternative 
roofing with pitch lowered accordingly). 

External brickwork either straw color or 
painted off-white. 

Floors, joinery, hardwood. 

The house is designed with due regard 
for economy and present availability of 
materials. 
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN 


Photograph of model built by B. L. Wishard & Co. of the prize-winning pair showing 


BS street frontage. 
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Above.—Perspective view from garden. Below, the same view 
of the model which was built for the Sun Homes Exhibition, 
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£250 FIRST PRIZE PLAN 


Economical 
Pair 
with Fi ull 
Facilities 
LESLIE T. BROCK 


(Plans and Description overleaf) 


PAGE EIGHTY-THREE 


ELEVATION 


STREET 


Economical Pair With Full Facilities_(cont,) 
FIRST PRIZE PAIR DESIGN DESCRIBED 


Veq 


y A 
eta mite, 5 — 


sow ti 


Sac anion’ 400. 


ol 


ALTERNATIVES 


+ 


ALTERNATIVE PLAN 
FOR REAR SERVICE TYPE 
scale: Vo" = Ii ot 


PAGE EIGHTY-FOUR 


HE accompanying row-type plan is the result of studied 
economy, not only in land-use (25 ft. 0 in. frontage per 
unit being set down in the conditions of the competition) 
but also in the design and construction of the house itself. 

This plan allows houses to be erected either in semi- 
detached pairs or in terraces of any length. The distance 
from the street has been kept short to reduce the cost of pav- 
ing and plumbing. Access to the house is common for both 
visitors and tradespeople but their points of entry are isolat- 
ed from one another, a bicycle shed screening the trade 
entry from the view of passers-by. 

By locating the kitchen in the front of the house back lanes 
are not necessary and tradesmen afe not required to pass 
through open passages to the rear of the house. 

Consideration was first given to the most economical group- 
ing of all plumbing installations and resulted in the assembly 
of the kitchen, laundry, bathroom and W.C. into one compact 
unit. The pipe work for this unit is incorporated in a prefab- 
ricated duct, which serves also to ventilate the mechanical 
equipment and to house the hot and cold water storages as 
well as the drying cabinet. 

By planning the service areas of each house next to one 
another, all noise is baffled before reaching the quieter rooms 
of the adjacent house. 

The kitchen with ample storage cupboards over continuous 
bench tops and planned for efficiency and ease in preparation 
is centrally located so that the housewife is not required to 
walk long distances to welcome visitors, to interview trades- 
people or to participate in the social activity of the living 
area. A quick-service hatchway separates the dining area 
from the kitchen. 

Immediately off the kitchen, separated by an obscure glass 
partition, the laundry opens directly onto the rear garden, 
permitting wet clothes to be taken directly to the clothes 
hoist. Brooms and cleaning equipment are stored in a cupboard 
on the wall opposite the copper and troughs, the continuation 
of this cupboard giving external access to the tool store. 

Maximum sunlight and air is brought into the combined 
living-dining room by means of full-length windows opening 
onto a secluded garden terrace at the rear of the dwelling. 

The design illustrated provides for a garage with internal 
access to the entrance hall; however an alternative plan 
provides for this space to be utilised either as a separate study 
or as part of the living area. 

Consideration has been given to family requirements and 
ample built-in storage space is provided for bicycle, pram, 
linen, coats, wardrobes, trunks, tools, etc. 
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CONCRETE 
CONSTRUCTION 
SUGGESTED 


TRUCTURAL work has been indi- 
cated as concrete for reason of 
availability of materials, but brick 

could just as readily be used. The flat 
concrete roof, eliminating the use of 
timber, is insulated to maintain an 
equable temperature-within the home. 
-The plan~is equally suitable as a 
group of four or six or as a row of any 
required number. 4 
Basing the cost of concrete con- 
struction on £125 per square, the esti- 
mated cost of a pair of dwellings, 
totalling 26.7 squares, would be £3340. 
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£100 SECOND PRIZE WINNING DESIGN 


PERSPECTIVE 
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ASPECT, LIGHT and PRIVACY GOVERN — 
THIS PAIR DESIGN 


By JAMES A. RUSSELL, ARAIA. 
C’o. Stephenson and Turner, 374 Little Collins Street, Melbourne 


LANNED to give good light and aspect to 

all rooms and to give privacy to ground 

floor rooms, this plan also permits the use 
of outdoor living space. 


The plan provides easy access through the 
house from front to rear in case there is no 
rear access to the block, 


The stair is placed in a position to link the 


upper and lower floors with a minimum of 


travel for the housewife. 


A breakfast bar and two-way cupboards 
between kitchen and dining area facilitate 
the serving of meals. 


Ample cupboards on the upper floor pro- 
vide storage space for soiled linen, clean linen 
and sporting equipment, and are placed to 
act as sound insulation between the flats. 


Entrance hall and stairway also adjoin to 
act as sound buffers. 

A utility room-laundry is provided where 
washing and the various odd household jobs 
can be undertaken. Benches with cupboards 
over and under are provided for this purpose. 

The grouping of kitchen, laundry and bath- 
room results in short runs for the hot water 
service with a correspondingly better service. 

If desired, a fence 5 feet 6 inches high, 
placed across’ the 
street front between 
garage and adjoining 
fence, would add to 
the’ privacy of the 
garden area. 


An approximate es- 


timate of cost for the N 
pair is £3500. 
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£50 THIRD PRIZE WINNING DESIGN 


w. 


Par or Row Plan with Rear Access 


By COXHEAD, BATH AND MASON 


95 ST. ELMO ROAD, IVANHOE, MELBOURNE 


HE question of access—separate entrances 

and a way through to the rear—had a 

controlling influence on the general lay- 
out, It was considered that garages, when 
required, would be built in the rear yard with 
access from the rear, or alternatively close to 
the street alignment in front of the main 
building. 

For economy, the living unit on one side 
has a general similarity to the other living 
unit so that kitchen fittings, windows and 
so on can be standardised. This is even 
more important when the pairs are repeated 
to form a terrace of houses for then mass 
production of standard fittings reduces costs 
considerably. 

Access to the rear is by a five feet wide 
pedestrian tunnel common to both dwellings 
which serves the purposes of tradesmen’s 
entrance to kitchen, way through for bicycles 


and children’s carts and for barrows and 
lawn mowers when gardening. At the rear, 
the common access branches to right and left 
to private rear porch and yard to each 
dwelling. 

A combined living-dining area with a view 
up and down the site proved to be the best 
solution for this centre of relaxation and 
entertainment. By this means, sun can be 
admitted from the one side in the morning 
and the other in the afternoon. Through 
ventilation keeps the rooms fresh and is most 
acceptable on hot summer days and evenings. 

Bathrooms have been planned over kitchens 
to centralise plumbing and shower recesses 
have been provided. Laundries are accessible 
under cover from the kitchens. 

Reckoning at the rate of £135 per hundred 
square feet, the post-war cost of this pair of 
houses should be in the vicinity of £3775. 
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View from North-East. 
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North Elevation as group of four houses. 


HE points given particular attention were to 
supply a house, in a small area, having all 
the advantages of separate house units, well 
aspected, and able to be converted into a block of 
four or more, with vehicular access to back of each 


Bridging over on the first floor of access passage 
gives protection to entrance dooor and provides an 
ideally situated private outdoor living area. 

The small, centrally situated Entrance Hall and 
stairs are well lighted on both floors and connect 
all sections, obviating necessity for traffic through 


By R. L. SPOONER. 


B. Arcu., A.R.I.B.A., A.R.A.LA. 
76 BLAND STREET. ASHFIELD. N.S.W. 


main rooms, while the stairs occupy space which 

could not be utilised as working or living areas. 
Living, dining and outdoor living areas face the 

front garden and make most possible use of sun- 
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light, each living room having its fireplace and ad- 
jacent bookshelves. 

Centrally situated utility space, equipped with 
meal recess, serving and ironing area, storage space 
for machine, pram, boxes, etc., makes a break be- 
tween Living and Working areas. 

Kitchen, well equipped, is easily accessible to 
main and trades entrances, and has three walls 
unbroken by doorways, thereby saving space and 
giving greater efficiency. 

Main bedroom on top floor, situated in front 
of house, faces north, and has small dressing area 
leading to open verandah, which is protected from 
weather and is large enough to take a bed and 
provide additional living or sleep-out area. 

Second bedroom, also opening on to verandah, 
will accommodate two beds, and has windows both 
north and south. 

, At top of stairs, a_short, wide passage, lit by 
highlights above the W.C., serves all three bed- 
rooms, bathroom, W.C., and spacious linen cupboard. 

Opened battened eaves lining keeps the low- 
pitched roof cool in summer. Draining and plumb- 
ing has been concentrated at rear, keeping costs 
to a minimum, and concealing vent pipes, ete. 


REPEAT PLAN 


FIRST FLOOR PLAN. | 


WITH CENTRE CAR DRIVE TO REAR 


By COXHEAD, BATH & MASON 


95 ST. ELMO ROAD, IVANHOE, MELBOURNE 


'HE main feature of the design is an 
all-purpose traffic way which passes 
through the centre of the building 

and gives tradesmen and cars access to 
rear. 

The placing of one Living Room and 
Entrance nearer to the street than the 
other adds interest to the massing of the 


building, particularly when the design is 
repeated for “row-type” housing, and at 
the same time enables the front en- 
trances to be screened from each other, 
giving added privacy. 

Approx. price (brick) based on as- 
aunen cost of £135 per 100 sq. ft. of area: 
& F 
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a a eS 
KEY.—1. Coats. 2. Store, 3. Vacuum Cleaner, Broo 
7. Refrigerator and Cupboards. 
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Drying Cupboard. 
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8. Stove. 


ms, etc. 4. Pram and Junk. 5. Soiled Linen. 6. Heated 
9. Kitchen Cupboards, 


10. Utility and Meals. 


11. Folding Ironing Board. 12. Books. 13. Cupboards and Fuel Store. 14. Wardrobes. 15. Storage Cupboards. 


AREAS.—East Unit, 13.4 squares; West Unit, 13.3 squares. Total, 26.7 squares. 
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/ a hind for C, fort 
By ANATOL KAGAN AND RAYMOND WESTMORE 
27 SEVERN ST. BOX HILL — 19 BAIRD ST. BRIGHTON EAST, MELBOURNE 
sotor e 

HE design of these maisonettes has been based on the fol- 

lowing considerations:— 

Conventional row-type is considered undesirable by the 
authors and permits windows on two sides only, whereas this 
design allows for windows on all four sides and all rooms re- 
ceive ample sunlight at some time of the day. 

The block has been subdivided into three areas: 1. Formal 
garden court towards street. 2. Service yard at side. 3. Private 
garden at rear. 

All three are linked together but at the same time completely 
screened from one another. Special care has been taken to give 
direct access from the rear of block to facilitate delivery of 
such items as fuel, garden fertiliser, etc., and for disposal of 
rubbish from the rear, all of which can be done without going 
through the house. The separate service yard allows for the 
rear garden to be completely private and self contained. 

Living room and two bedrooms of each dwelling face towards 
private garden. 
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£50 THIRD PRIZE DESIGN 


TWO STOREY PAIR FOR PRIVAGS 
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COXHEAD, ; FIRST FLOOR PLAN: 
BATH & } 698 sq. feet 
MASON, ¥ 
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- GARAGE 


KITCHEN 
1313" x 1016! 


DINING 
1010" 919) 


LOUNGE 
|G!" x 1315! 


GARAGE 


KITCHEN 
1313" x 1016" 


GROUND FLOOR PLAN: Floor area, 712 square feet for one unit. 


LEGEND.—1. Troughs. 2. Copper. 3. Cupboard for Brooms, etc. 4. Refrigerator, 5. Kitchen Cupboards. 
6. Kitchen Table. 7. Kitchen Cupboards and Counter Top. 8. Stove. 9. Sink and Drainer. 10. Coats and 
Storage Cupboards. 11. Linen Cupboard. 12. Wardrobe. 


IS building has been designed to provide 
i. two residential units on a 50-feet frontage 
so that each unit has complete privacy. 
Each residence has been provided with 
a@ separate car drive. The bedrooms and 
toilet facilities on the first floor take 
up the full frontage. This makes the 
building suitable for repetition in row 
_ type housing, the privacy of the entries to 
each unit then being maintained by the wall 
which separates the drives. 


In the toilet facilities, a separate shower 
cubicle has been planned to ease the morning 
rush on the bathroom, which often occurs 
when there are five or six people in the house. 

There are plenty of built-in cupboards 
and therefore no storage problems. Suitcases, 
pram, vacuum cleaner, etc., can be stored un- 
der the stairs, where there is also space to 
hang hats and coats. 

Approx. price based on assumed cost of 
£135 per 100 sq. ft., £3800. 
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Pair for Large Living Space 


BY CLARENCE A. ALLEN, 


100 GREENWICH ROAD, GREENWICH. 


AREFUL consideration was given to provide 

each room with an outlook to either the front 

or rear garden, thus avoiding the possibility 
of rooms from one house overlooking those of the 
other. 


PLANNING. — The main section of the ground 
floor has been devoted to one large living room, 
although carefully divided into sections to provide 
for a lounging and dining area as well as incor- 
Porating a small entrance hall and staircase. This 
tends to provide for an open and impressive area 
of floor. 

The lounge room is fitted out with an open fire- 
place, book shelves and large window overlooking 
the front garden, whilst the dining section, being 
separated by a crockery cabinet and grille, has 
three doors leading on to an outdoor living ter- 
race overlooking the private garden. 


The kitchen is situated with direct access to the 
dining room and handy to the stair for circulation 
to the bedrooms. All necessary cupboards for 
china, cooking utensils, pots, provisions and brooms 


PAGE NINETY-EIGHT 


have been provided, with small buffet table and 
chairs for the breakfast meal, ironing or prepara- 
tion, Off the kitchen is located” the laundry, 
separate toilet, and tradesmen’s porch. 

The three bedrooms (two double and one single) 
and bathroom are closely grouped, with the two 
double bedrooms fitted with built-in wardrobes. 

Space has been allowed in the planning to pro- 
vide for storage of fuel, pram, garbage, coats, linen 
and towels. z 


EXTERIOR. — The exterior has been simply 
treated with the main interests obtained by color 
and the variations of materials. 

The base to window head height is executed in 
biscuit colored face bricks with cream washed pre- 
cast concrete blocks or cement rendered and “V” 
jointed walls above, and roofed with low pitched 
leaf-green corrugated asbestos cement sheets. 


INTERIORS. — The interiors are simply treated 
in the modern style of ivory walls and joinery 
trims with flush polished doors. 
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financed under the 
Colonial Mutual Lif 


louse Purehas+ 
Scheme 


by which can be obtained an ad- 
vance up to 85% of the valuation 
for the purpose of building a home 
—purchasing a home or paying off 
an existing mortgage. Terms 
range from 10 to 30 years, giving 
a man’s wife and family a feeling 
of security, as they are immediately 
provided with a freehold home in 
the event of his death. Mortgage 
progressively reduced by monthly 
payments. 


CALL OR PHONE NOW FOR FULL PARTICULARS FROM 
HOUSE PURCHASE DEPARTMENT 


COLONIAL MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE SOCIETY LIMITED 


(Reg. Office) 316 COLLINS STREET 
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